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Introduction

A song of the seventies recited “We are the world”. In facts, we
feel to be part of the world. Earth is considered, in ancient literature,
the mother of human kinds. Christian religion considers Adam
born from the mud and Eva from one of his rips. Hindus consider
that all the creatures do have the same importance in the existence.
Our attachment to Earth remains in our constant sense of nostalgia
of something to be found elsewhere, or for the place of our birth.
Migrants try to return home. When we feel unsatisfied, we try to
change life or, almost, to change place of living. Probably no one is
satisfied with what he or she has, or the place where they are living.
Everyone has the feeling of something that exists somewhere else,
which could fulfill his/her life in the best way. Surely it is not easily
explicable the sense of dissatisfaction of a routine life, or the sense of
“going”, like it is for some nomads. Birds are the ancestors of humans;
they know where to go, unlike men, who don’t know where to go, only
they feel to go somewhere. This sense of “otherness” could instill an
illness of unrest.! The dialog on the film “The Wild One” with Marlon
Brando (1953, directed by Laszld6 Benedek), testifies this desire of
“another world”. The nice girl, working in a bar, as a waitress, asks
the boy, a new customer from another city: “Bring me somewhere, it
doesn’t matter where, only somewhere else. I have attended all my life
someone who takes me away”. The discoveries of Colombo, Vasco de
Gama and the other great navigators were surely not only related to
commercial expansion, but, probably unconsciously, to the sense of
understanding where our world starts and finishes. The ameliorations
of economic conditions of the modern world, and the increase of
travel opportunities have renewed the sparkle of departure.?

Man and earth

A singer from Matera (EU cultural capital of Europe 2019) is
restoring popular songs of South Italy. One of them tells: I ‘m born
from Earth, my mother womb is Earth. All what is round reminds us
life in her movements. I’'m born from Earth. Earth is a star. I’'m a star.
I’m a star among stars. De Martino® “L’etnologo e il poeta”.

Human and stars

The great Italian poet Giacomo Leopardi refers also in his poems,
to stars, as generators of our life. This is confirmed by science,
physics, since the stars contain the same mineral elements of animal
bodies. Al this makes us to understand how strict is the relation
of us with Earth. It is not only a material relationship, of tangible
chemical elements, but also a mental correspondence, since in our
brain it is stored all the past memory of past existences on Earth. It
is a collective memory of nature and culture, of all the experiences
which brought humanity until here, along the paths of the impacts of
human beings with flora and fauna, and atmospheric elements.* Even
climate change is impacting on human existence, it will probably
modify our bodies, and surely our behavior, and, at the same time,
their psychology. As demonstrated by scientists, human and animal
brains maintain all the past knowledge of millions of Earth life’s
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memory, especially correlated to natural world features. Examples
are the animal migrations, following always the same paths, guided
by natural characteristics, like sun and stars.’ Bedouins and nomads
are able to follow the horizon, without instruments. Surely this was
a capacity which had already pertained to hominids.® With progress,
education, economy, technology, science, our contacts with the natural
world is progressively diminishing, like the feelings with the natural
biome. We are surely away from the innate ideas of Plato, but not from
our security brain-box described by psychology, especially by Jung.
In facts, animals, which remain more in contact with the global biome,
continue to remain strictly dependent from natural elements. Losing
the contact with Earth will impoverish human abilities and sensations,
so a powerful goal could be to restore these innate skills and combine
them with new digital instruments.

Living creatures and space

Special education could merge the knowledge of the natural world
with the new media abilities.” The last discoveries, made at Trondheim
University in Norway, awarded by the 2014 Nobel Prize, are
confirming that animal brain can store several information on spatial
organization.® During space exploration, pathways, in form of grids,
are permanently stored into mental connections, so that animals can
restore previous experiences and retrace an already done way.” Such
information is stored into space cells and organized into grids cells.
It is certainly obvious to suppose that the same capacities are present
even in humans, since many animal species do have a spatial memory,
inherited from ancestral times, even from the first appearance of those
species on Earth. All this has been experienced on mice and it is
supposed to exist also in humans, for whom the experiments are more
challenging.'

As a confirmation, we can bring the example of birds, being these
among the oldest living species. They are surely the most able to
organize their scheduled trips along thousands of kilometers, even
if other species are more mobile. They use innate capacities, related
to Earth movements, or solar and stars’ relative positions." some
of these capacities were also present in human ancestral mobility,
as demonstrated by Bedouins, and by the skilled navigators of the
time of the great oceanic discoveries. Surely, animals continue to
maintain those capacities; instead, men have already translated natural
abilities into technical instruments, reaching the excellence of GPS
and GIS." The process of maps digitalization represents a cultural
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revolution, so decisive, like the language evolution. It corresponds to
the transformation of spoken language into written language, which
has changed civilization forever.'

Conclusion

Unfortunately, at the time when technological processes facilitate
new skills, innate skills risk to disappear. We think that new instruments,
could better advance, if scientists will be able in coordinating
biological research with medical, engineers, astronomical, geological
and geographical research.'*!

Acknowledgments

None.

Conflicts of interest

The author declares there is no conflicts of interest.

References

1. Charles E, Sommer R. Ecological Psychology. Encyclopedia of Human
Behavior. 2nd ed. USA: University of California; 2012. 2518 p.

2. Girling T, Golledge RG. Understanding Behavior and Environment: A
Joint Challenge to Psychology and Geography. Advances in Psychology.
1993;96:1-15.

3. De Martino E. L’etnologo e il poeta. In: Brienza R, editor. Mondo
popolare e magia in Lucania. Basilicata: Roma-Matera; 1959. 97 p.

4. Bateson G. Ecology of the mind. Milano, Adelphi: 1997. 565 p.

Copyright:
©2018 Galvani 351

Packard JM. Wolves, Encyclopedia of Animal Behavior. Texas A&M
University, USA: Elsevier Ltd; 2010. 47 p.

Jeong C, Di Rienzo A. Genetics of human evolution: Adaptations to
local environments in Modern human populations. Current Opinion in
Genetics & Development. 2014;29:1-8.

Bateson G. Man and Nature. Milano, Adelphi; 1994. 252 p.

Leutgeb S, Leutgeb JK, Moser MB, et al. Place cells, spatial maps and
the population code for memory. Current Opinion in Neurobiology.
2005;15(6):738-746.

Tafforin C, Taylor HA, Brunye TT, et al. Spatial mental representation:
implications for navigation system design. Review of Human Factors
and Ergonomics. 2008;4(40):1-40.

Appleby M, Hughes BO. The future of applied ethology. Applied Animal
Behaviour Science. 1993:35(4):389-395.

Berthold P. Genetic Basis and Evolutionary Aspects of Bird Migration.
Advances in the Study of Behavior, 2003;33:175-229.

Sianko N, Small M. The future of GIS in social sciences. Editorial,
Kontakt. 2017;19(3):157-158.

Griffin D. The question of animal awareness. Evolutionary continuity
of mental experience. New York: Rockfeller Univ Press; 1976. 209 p.

Lewin K. Principles of topological psychology. New York, London:
McGraw-Hill; 1936.110 p.

Samsonovich AV, Nadel L. Fundamental Principles and Mechanisms of
the Conscious Self. Cortex. 2005;41(5):669—-689.

Citation: Galvani A.A new discovery of the world. Sociol Int J. 2018;2(6):550-551. DOI: 10.15406/sij.2018.02.00098


https://doi.org/10.15406/sij.2018.02.00098
https://www.elsevier.com/books/encyclopedia-of-human-behavior/ramachandran/978-0-12-375000-6
https://www.elsevier.com/books/encyclopedia-of-human-behavior/ramachandran/978-0-12-375000-6
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0166411508600370
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0166411508600370
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0166411508600370
http://consiglio.basilicata.it/consiglioinforma/files/docs/10/42/64/DOCUMENT_FILE_104264.pdf
http://consiglio.basilicata.it/consiglioinforma/files/docs/10/42/64/DOCUMENT_FILE_104264.pdf
https://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/S/bo3620295.html
http://people.tamu.edu/~j-packard/publications/Packard2012.pdf
http://people.tamu.edu/~j-packard/publications/Packard2012.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25129844/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25129844/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25129844/
https://monoskop.org/images/c/c3/Bateson_Gregory_Mind_and_Nature.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16263261
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16263261
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16263261
http://ase.tufts.edu/psychology/SPACELAB/pubs/TaylorBrunyeTaylor.pdf
http://ase.tufts.edu/psychology/SPACELAB/pubs/TaylorBrunyeTaylor.pdf
http://ase.tufts.edu/psychology/SPACELAB/pubs/TaylorBrunyeTaylor.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/0168159193900898
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/0168159193900898
http://casopis-zsfju.zsf.jcu.cz/kontakt/administrace/clankyfile/20171002101726467990.pdfhttp:/www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1212411717300442
http://casopis-zsfju.zsf.jcu.cz/kontakt/administrace/clankyfile/20171002101726467990.pdfhttp:/www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1212411717300442
https://books.rupress.org/catalog/book/question-animal-awareness
https://books.rupress.org/catalog/book/question-animal-awareness
http://psycnet.apa.org/record/2004-16277-000
http://psycnet.apa.org/record/2004-16277-000
https://www.academicpedsjnl.net/article/S0010-9452(08)70284-3/abstract
https://www.academicpedsjnl.net/article/S0010-9452(08)70284-3/abstract

	A new discovery of the world
	Keywords
	Introduction
	Living creatures and space 

	Conclusion 
	Acknowledgments 
	Conflicts of interest 
	References 

