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Crested Barbary dove (streptopelia risoria) in pet
shop of kushtia, Bangladesh

Short communication

Crested fancy pigeons or pigeons are very common in Bangladesh
but this is rare in doves. A shop in Kushtia district of Bangladesh,
they collected one wild type but crested Barbary Dove from Khulna
and another white crested form from an unknown locality. Crowned
pigeons are not available in Bangladesh. Only in Chittagong,
Comilla, and Dhaka there some birds were found. From the personal
communication with the rearers, they said that productivity of those
crested pigeons is very slow. In nature, Topknot and Pheasant Pigeons
have tuft and occipital crest. History says, selective breeding of fancy
pigeons in Egypt they produced lots of crested pigeon varieties but
this was not common in dove. Crested Choiseul Pigeon was extinct
and now only Australian Crested Dove have upright crest. Selective
breeding may produce huge crests in dove. Pigeons have various
pattern of feather which created abnormal size or position of the
feathers.! Huge feathers of head cover the head and eyes and feather
in legs and feet is muff. Most of the time abnormal feathers can cause
difficulties in feeding, perching, flying, and breeding. Some breeds are
unable to mate without trimming of those abnormal feathers. Several
genes are involved in the various feather abnormalities have not been
investigated.’

Scientists have decoded the genetic map of the rock pigeons head
crests. There are about 350 breeds of rock pigeons in the world with
different sizes, shapes, colors, beaks, vocalizations, and arrangements
of feathers. Depending on shape the head crests are called hood, shell,
peak, and rose. Moreover, more than 80 of the 350 pigeons have head
crests which play an attracting role for mating behavior. The biologists
discovered 1.1 billion base pair and 17,300 genes in Rock Pigeon. In
1941, Levi® in his book ‘The Pigeon’ mentioned various head and leg-
feathers of fancy pigeons. Western Crowned Pigeon (Goura cristata)
has imported in Chittagong, Bangladesh in 2003. In Bangladesh
though this is few but for higher price squabs are sold by huge amount
of money. Both sexes are almost similar but males are often larger
than females.* It is one of the largest and is considered one of the
most beautiful members of the crested pigeon family. Due to habitat
loss, limited range, and overhunting this is now vulnerable according
TUCN red list of threatened species.® In Bangladesh 29 fancy pigeons
have crest® and recently found crest in Barbary Dove in captivity. Due
to artificial selection in pigeons this incidents are very common but in
dove for late domestication this is not common. But in future for the
development of cage birds breeding it will happen enormously.

Choiseul crested pigeon: This nice crested pigeon has been extinct
from early 20" century. It can be an evolutionary evidence of the head
feathers of doves or pigeons. Extant three species of crowned pigeons
(Goura spp) very similar with this Choiseul Pigeon (Plate 1).

Crowned pigeons: This is large, blue-grey pigeon with blue crest
and dark blue mask feathers around its eyes. After hatching, its squab
shows nice crest within 7-14 days. This is elegant blue lace-like crests
and red iris. The bird may be easily recognized by the unique white
tips on its crests and larger than the other crowned pigeons. One of
three superficially similar species of crowned pigeons (Victorian-
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Goura victoria, Western- Goura cristata and Southern- Goura
scheepmakeri) are still surviving in the world (Plates 2—4).

Topknot Pigeon (Lopholaimus antarcticus): This is a native pigeon
in Australia and have occipital and frontal crest. The crest consists of
grey feathers at the front and brown-red feathers at the back. They
are completely arboreal. Topknot Pigeons are a protected species in
Australia and also called Flock Pigeon (Plate 5).

Australian Crested Pigeon (Ocyphaps lophotes): 1t lives in flocks
with about 100 individuals. This pigeon is very important bird for
spreading seeds. Sexes are similar (Plate 6).

Pheasant Pigeon (Otidiphaps nobilis): The Pheasant Pigeon is an
unusual pigeon of uncertain affinities within the family Columbidae,
and is monotypic within the genus Otidiphaps, and the sub-family is
Otidiphabinae. Pheasant Pigeon has filled the ecological niche of a
Partridge (while Goura Crowned Pigeons have a similar lifestyle to
larger Pheasants, Grouses or Turkeys) (Plate 7).

Barbary Dove (Streptopelia risoria): This is wild but in Bangladesh
considered a nice cage bird. In intensive system, it produces quantity
of squab. It has wild type head but suddenly I found in Kushtia,
Bangladesh two specimens both were crested (wild type and white
color with crest, Plates 8-9). (Plates 1-7) were collected from internet
for comparing the crest of pigeons and doves with the findings.

Frontal crests are found in several domestic fancy pigeons including
Trumpeter and Double-crested Priest. Some extant pigeon breeds
have occipital and nape-crest like American Crest, Russian Highflyer,
and Archangel. Breeding studies indicate that the occipital crest is a
recessive in domestic pigeons.” Some Trumpeter has both occipital and
frontal crest.! Topknot Pigeon (Lopholaimus antracticus) possesses
both a frontal and occipital crest reminiscent of domestic trumpeters.®
A conspicuous occipital crest is to be found in the nominate form of
the Pheasant Pigeons (Otidiphaps nobilis).” Columbiformes order is
very successful rank among the avian taxa.'” The crest of doves or
pigeons can be a tool for the study of Genetics. Due to produce new
variety this is good. All foreign doves in Bangladesh are now beautiful
cage bird with the Munia, Finch, Cockatoo, Parrot, and Parakeet.!' In
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the field of cage bird rearing, there is no shortcut for producing crested
dove without the knowledge of selective breeding.

Plate | Choiseul (extinct).

Plate 5 Topknot.

Plate 3 Western. Plate 6 Australian crested.
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Plate 8 Barbary dove (wild type).

Plate 9 Barbary dove (white).
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