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Introduction
Water quality is one of the major environmental issues. Day by day 

the concern is growing about water quality suitable for use by humans 
and animals.1 Daily activities of man by one way or the other affect the 
aquatic environment negatively. These activities, which include the 
discharge into streams and river systems of various pollutants, such 
as different types of agricultural fertilizers, pesticides, insecticides 
and industrial effluents, pollute the water bodies and alter ecological 
balance.2 A fertilizer is any organic or inorganic, natural or synthetic 
material which supplies to plants necessary nutrients for growth and 
optimum yield.3

Recently, farmers add fertilizers into water for increasing the 
production of natural fish food organisms.4 Inorganic fertilizers are 
mined from mineral deposits with little processing e.g. lime, potash, 
or phosphate rock while chemical industrially manufactured through 
chemical processes e.g. NPK and Urea.5 Fertilizers are carried through 
surface run-off from cultivated agricultural farm lands and they enter 
into the aquatic environment in either soluble or particulate forms 
and consequently, deliver soluble phosphorus, nitrogen and carbon.6 
Fertilizer analysis can be categorized into organic and inorganic 
chemical varieties.7

Environmental pollution by chemical fertilizers had been reported 
by Lioyd R.8 The sources of input of fertilizers into the aquatic 
environment as reported by Long DF,9 include superphosphate 
production effluent, run-off, and discharge from industrial effluents. 
Increased interest in the use of chemical fertilizers (Urea and NPK) in 
aquaculture and agriculture in general, necessitated an investigation on 
the toxic effects these fertilizers on aquatic organisms. Thus, the aim of 
the present study was to evaluate the toxic effects of NPK (15:15:15) 
and Urea fertilizers on important cultivable species Heterobranchus 
bidorsalis fingerlings.

Description of test organism

The species, H. bidorsalis belongs to the family Clariidae and is 

one of the most widely cultured catfish in Nigeria.10 It has ability to 
grow on a wide range of artificial and natural foods, with good feed 
conversion efficiency. H. bidorsalis has capacity to grow on adverse 
conditions like in low dissolve oxygen or hard water conditions. They 
have dark to brownish olive (sometimes with blotches) with flattened 
head, and strongly granulated as well as depressed body with four 
pairs of barbels, which are usually grey and white at their bases, 
with wide mouth and upper lip reddish.11 H. bidorsalis has smooth 
and scale-less skin as well as accessory breathing organs on the 
head which help these fishes to survive out from the water for long 
time. Like Clarias, they can walk off from the pond if the conditions 
are unfavorable.11-13 This fish species have high market value, rapid 
growth, and are propagated in Africa (mainly, South Africa and 
Nigeria), parts of Europe and Asia.14,15 They are most commonly used 
as experimental fish.16-18

Materials and methods
Source of experimental fish

Five hundred fingerlings of H. bidorsalis were obtained 
from Premier Fisheries Limited, Akai Ubium, Nsit Ubium Local 
Government Area, Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria. The mean body weight 
(g) and total length (cm) of the species were 2.04 ± 0.35 and 6.98 ± 
0.29 respectively.

Acclimatization

The fish were acclimatized for 14 days, in groups of fifty fish 
per plastic container in thirty litres of dechlorinated tap water. The 
containers were aerated during this period, and water was renewed 
daily to discard fecal material as well as left-over food. The species 
were fed twice daily with a 45% crude protein diet at 1% of their body 
weight, half at 08:00 and 16:00 hours, respectively. During this period, 
dead and abnormal individuals were immediately removed. Mortality 
recorded during the acclimation period was less than 2%.19,20 It was 
from the acclimated population that healthy individuals used as test 
fish in this study were carefully selected.
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Abstract

The toxicity of NPK (15.15.15) and Urea fertilizers on Heterobranchus bidorsalis fingerlings 
(mean total length, 6.98 ± 0.30cm SD; mean body weight 2.04 ± 0.35g SD) was investigated 
in the present study. The fingerlings were exposed to increasing concentrations of NPK 
(0.00g/l - 6.25g/l), and Urea (0.00g/l - 16.25g/l) fertilizers in the static renewal bioassay 
for 96 hours. Exposed fish showed initial stress responses such as erratic swimming, 
restlessness, loss of balance, frequent attempts at jumping out of the tank and quietness. 
Examinations of water quality showed a reduction in the dissolved oxygen content and 
increase in total hardness and alkalinity as the concentrations of fertilizers were increased. 
After 96 hours of exposure, LC50, associated confidence limits and safe concentration values 
for NPK and Urea fertilizers were (1.09, 0.29-3.86, and 0.11g/l) and (17.84, 11.88- 13.67, 
and 1.78g/l) respectively. Mortality rate was noted to be concentration-dependent and 
death rate in the highest concentrations were significantly higher (P<0.05) than the others. 
Mortality rate was influenced by both concentration and time. Comparative study on the 
two fertilizers showed no significant difference between their effects on the fingerlings of H. 
bidorsalis (P>0.05). The findings from this study show that both Urea and NPK fertilizers 
could be classified as toxic and highly toxic respectively, to H. bidorsalis fingerlings at 
certain concentrations.
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Preparation of test media and exploratory test

To obtain the ranges of concentrations as used in the experiment, 
five fishes were selected and each were exposed to four litres 
dechlorinated tap water containing different weights of the fertilizers 
and used for the preliminary runs for twenty-four hours, until suitable 
concentration that resulted in 100% mortality was derived. The fish 
were not fed twenty-four hours before and during these trials. The 
ranges of concentration values used in this study were determined 
from the 100% mortality obtained from the trials.21

Experimental procedures

Exposure concentrations of NPK and Urea fertilizers were: 0.00g/l, 
2.50g/l, 3.13g/l, 3.75g/l, 4.38g/l, 5.00g/l, 5.63g/l, 6.25g/l and 0.00g/l, 
8.75g/l, 10.00g/l, 11.25g/l, 12.50g/l, 13.75g/l, 15.00g/l,16.25g/l 
respectively. Sixteen plastic containers (0.002m3) were randomly 
labeled and each filled with dechlorinated tap water upto 8 litres 
mark for each treatment. The different concentrations were prepared 
by dissolving directly different weights of the fertilizers in the 
dechlorinated tap water.20 The solution was stirred with a glass rod 
to obtain a homogenous mixture. Within an hour, the containers were 
randomly stocked with ten fish each using a scoop net. The test fish 
were not fed twenty-four hours prior to the experiment and during 
the ninety-six hours exposure period. Test solution from each tank 
was drained out completely every morning and the fish removed 
carefully with a scoop net and kept in a thirty litre plastic container. 
Fresh solutions were prepared and the fish were carefully put back. 
Test solutions were renewed daily.

Water quality parameters

Temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, alkalinity and total hardness 
of the control and various test media were determined at 24, 48, 72 
and 96 hours intervals during the experimental period.20,21

Temperature

The temperature was monitored with thermometer. The 
thermometer was inserted into the container and the corresponding 
readings were taken and recorded.

Dissolved oxygen

The dissolved oxygen content was assessed with a Dissolved 
Oxygen Meter.

pH

The pH was determined with a digital pH meter (Hannah product 
Portugal, Model HA 989).

Alkalinity

The procedure involved the collection of water samples from each 
tank in stopper bottles. 25ml of the sample was pipetted into a conical 
flask and 5 drops of methyl red indicator and bromocresol green 
was added and titrated with standard HCL acid (0.01N) from a 10ml 
burette, with continuous shaking until the color changed from blue to 
pale pink. The endpoint of pH was read with a pH meter.20,21

Total hardness

The procedure involved the collection of 25ml of water samples 
from each tank into a 100ml conical flask. 1ml of diluted buffer 
solution of borax was added and a measure of solochrome black 
indicator added also, with constant shaking. This was then titrated with 
1.00g of disodium salt of ethylene diamine-tetra acetic acid (EDTA) 

solution, from a 2ml burette until the wine red colour changed sharply 
to blue.20,21

Data collection

Water quality parameters were determined at fixed intervals of 24, 
46, 72 and 96 hours respectively. Mortality of the fish species in each 
tank was observed and recorded at fixed intervals of 24, 48, 72 and 
96 hours, respectively. Dead fish were removed immediately from the 
test media, which it helped in preventing pollution in test media. . 
A fish was considered dead, when there was lack of movement and 
reaction to gentle prodding with a glass rod. Other unusual signs of 
stress were equally monitored, such as uncoordinated and irregular 
swimming pattern, vertical erection, overturning, and restlessness, 
jumping out of the tank and gasping for air.

Data analysis

Each set of results obtained from these experiments was analyzed 
at 5% probability level, and the T-test was used to test for significant 
difference (P<0.05) between the two treatments.23-26 Analysis of the 
lethal concentration (LC50) values for the 24, 48, 72 and 96 hours 
with associated confidence intervals for the various concentrations 
of NPK and Urea fertilizers were determined by Probit Analysis 
using Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) Data Editor 
version 10.0.23,24,27 Safe concentrations at the various time intervals 
were obtained by multiplying the lethal concentration (LC50) value by 
a factor of 0.1 or dividing by a factor of 10.22-24

Results
Physico-chemical parameters

The result of the physico-chemical characteristics of the 
experimental media (water along with various fertilizers concentration) 
for both NPK and Urea fertilizers showed that there was a significant 
reduction in the mean values of dissolved oxygen. Conversely, 
alkalinity and total hardness values increased as both fertilizer 
concentrations were increased, compared to their control groups 
(P<0.05). However, there was no significant difference between the 
various mean values of temperature and pH (P>0.05), (Tables 1 & 2).

General behavioural changes

Behavioural changes occurred in the fish treated with NPK and 
Urea fertilizers at different concentrations. The abnormal behaviours 
such as restlessness, gulping of air and erratic swimming before death 
were observed in fish exposed to concentrations of NPK fertilizers. 
Similarly, abnormal behavior was reported by the fish exposed to 
various concentrations of Urea fertilizer but it is slightly differed 
as compared to those which were exposed by NPK fertilizers. In 
Urea fertilizer concentrations, the fish stood in an upright position 
with their snouts above the water surface gasping for air. Other 
behavioral reactions exhibited by the exposed fish to Urea fertilizer 
concentrations before death were uncoordinated swimming, frequent 
attempts at jumping out of the tank and quietness.

These behavioural changes showed by the fish in response to the 
effect of toxicants and were more pronounced in tanks containing 
higher concentrations of fertilizers, but decreased with increase in time 
of exposure because of the gradual reduction in the concentrations of 
fertilizers. There were no obvious changes in fish behaviour in the 
lower concentrations less than 3.13g/l (NPK) and 10.00g/l (Urea) for 
the first 24 hours of exposure. However, fish in the control groups 
for NPK and Urea fertilizers did not exhibit any abnormal behaviour.

https://doi.org/10.15406/jamb.2016.04.00079
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Table 1 Physicochemical characteristics of water exposed by NPK fertilizer and H. bidorsalis fingerlings during 96 hours exposure

Fertilizer concentration (g/l)
Parameters 0 2.5 3.13 3.75 4.38 5 5.63 6.25
(a) Temperature(0C) 27.56±0.41 27.38±0.16 27.47±0.34 27.39±0.34 27.36±0.29 27.38±0.29 27.31±0.33 27.42±0.35
(b) Dissolved Oxygen (mg/l) 7.00±0.006 6.46±0.39 5.16±0.14 4.27±0.37 3.08±0.11 2.26±0.38 2.24±0.34 2.05±0.08
(c) Total hardness 28.31±0.37 31.08±0.75 31.58±0.50 32.57±0.08 33.51±0.35 34.42±0.42 35.88±0.73 36.34±0.79
(d) pH 6.06±0.13 6.35±0.13 6.19±0.12 6.15±0.12 6.17±0.15 6.13±0.12 6.15±0.12 6.21±0.16
(e) Alkalinity (mg/l) 30.6±0.24 35.45±0.49 40.72±0.57 45.53±0.39 53.63±0.21 57.66±0.70 61.29±0.92 68.79±1.11

Value given in tables are Mean of 3 replicates per treatment level, ± SD (n = 40)

Table 2 Physicochemical characteristics of water exposed by Urea fertilizer and H. bidorsalis fingerlings during 96 hours exposure

Fertilizer concentration (g/l)
Parameters 0 8.57 10 11.25 12.5 13.75 15 16.25
(a) Temperature (0C) 27.47±0.37 27.34±0.26 27.17±0.36 27.34±0.13 27.48±0.16 27.40±0.30 27.56±0.33 27.28±0.26
(b) Dissolved Oxygen (mg/l) 7.16±0.32 6.33±0.32 6.07±0.07 5.50±0.46 5. 41±0.35 5.37±0.40 4.77±0.13 4.36±0.38
(c) Total Hardness 16.47±0.38 16.58±0.41 17.34±0.86 18.58±0.34 18.76±0.17 19.48±0.21 20.54±0.52 21.37±0.21
(d) pH 6.27±0.16 6.31±0.25 6.25±0.14 6.30±0.13 6.36±0.09 6.26±0.24 6.43±0.11 6.51±0.03
(e) Alkalinity (mg/l) 27.38±0.79 31.10±0.60 32.12±0.75 32.74±0.37 34.57±0.38 36.80±0.80 36.50±0.87 38.22±0.62

Value given in tables are Mean of 3 replicates per treatment level, ± SD (n = 40).

Mortality of fingerlings exposed to NPK and urea 
fertilizers

The mean mortality (Figures 1 & 2) of the fingerlings exposed 
to various concentrations of NPK and Urea fertilizers indicated that, 
the different concentrations caused significant (P<0.05) but variable 
death rate in the exposed fish. Mortality rate was directly correlated 
with the concentration gradients t, at highest concentrations highest 
death rates was reported and it was significantly higher than the others 
concentrations. No mortality was recorded in the control groups of 
fish for both fertilizers. The lethal effects of NPK and Urea fertilizers 

for 24, 48, 72 and 96 hours exposures were expressed by LC50 value 
and their associated 95% confidence limits (Tables 3 & 4). Results of 
the study showed that the range of LC50 value for 24 hours exposure 
was between the 7.48g/l and 26.36g/l, while for the 96 hour this value 
was 1.09g/l and 17.84g/l respectively for NPK and Urea fertilizers. 
A safe concentration at LC50 was 0.75g/l & 2.64g/l for 24hours 
exposures while 0.11g/l & 1.78g/l for 96hrs exposure; for NPK and 
Urea, respectively. The LC50 values were decreased with increase the 
time of exposure from 24 to 96 hours. At 24 hours, the LC50 values 
were greater than the 96 hours LC50  values.

Table 3 LC50 values and associated confidence limits along with safe concentrations of NPK fertilizers to H. bidorsalis for 24, 48, 72 and 96 hours exposure

 
Time (hrs)

 
LC50 (g/l)

Confidence Limits (g/l)  
Safe Conc. (g/l)Lower Upper

24 7.48 9.64 15.86 0.75
48 5.65 7.23 9.65 0.57
72 3.88 2.96 4.79 0.39
96 1.09 0.29 3.86 0.11

Table 4 LC50 values and associated confidence limits along with safe concentrations of NPK fertilizers to H. bidorsalis for 24, 48, 72 and 96 hours exposure

 
Time (hrs)

 
LC50(g/l)

Confidence Limits (g/l)  
Safe Conc. (g/l) Lower  Upper

24 26.36 17.65 21.84 2.64
48 21.2 15.44 18.57 2.12
72 19.33 13.23 15.46 1.53
96 17.84 11.88 13.67 1.78

Differential effects of NPK and urea fertilizer 
concentrations on H. bidorsalis fingerlings

Mean mortality of the species at the various concentrations of 
NPK and Urea fertilizers were significantly different. Mortality rate 
was significantly influenced by interactions between concentration 
and time of exposure. In the NPK fertilizer, ANOVA showed that 
the treatment differences were significant (P<0.05) as there was 
significant difference (P<0.05) among treatment concentrations on 
the mortality of the fingerlings. In Urea, ANOVA showed that the 
treatment differences were not significant (P>0.05) and that there was 
no significant difference (P>0.05) among treatment concentrations 
on the mortality of fingerlings. ANOVA also showed that treatment 
effects were not equal among all the experimental units (NPK), 
while treatment effects were equal among all experimental units 
(Urea). However, the student’s t-test further showed that there was no 

significant difference (P>0.05) between the effects of NPK and Urea 
fertilizers on mortality of H. bidorsalis.

Discussion
Water quality parameters

The water quality parameters of the experimental media for 
NPK and urea fertilizers showed a significant reduction in the mean 
values of dissolved oxygen content, while conversely, alkalinity, and 
total hardness values were increased as the fertilizer concentrations 
increased (P < 0.05), compared to those of their control groups. 
There was no significant difference between the various means 
values of temperature and pH (P > 0.05) as both were within the 
suggested tolerance ranges for warm water fish species.28,29 Results 
of the study are in agreement with the work of Ofojekwu, et al.,30 
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Ofojekwu et al.31 and Ufodike, et al.32 who exposed Tilapia zilli and 
Clarias gariepinus fingerlings respectively to acute concentrations 
of inorganic fertilizers; NPK, urea, calcium hydroxide (Ca (OH)2, 
potassium phosphate (Na3PO4.12H2O) and sodium nitrate (NaNO3) 
and reported of no significant difference between the various mean 
values of temperature and pH (P>0.05).

Figure 1 Mortality rate of H. bidorsalis exposed to different concentrations of 
NPK fertilizers for 96 hours.

Figure 2 Mortality rate of H. bidorsalis exposed to different concentrations of 
Urea fertilizers for 96 hours.

The affected parameters may have contributed significantly to 
observed behaviors and mortality of the test fish species exposed to 
these fertilizer concentrations. The increase in alkalinity and total 
hardness may imply an increased toxicity with the raised values 
of physico-chemical parameters. The recorded mean values for 
temperature and pH in both NPK and Urea fertilizer test media were 
within the tolerance range for this tropical species and may not have 
contributed to the toxicity of the fertilizers on the behaviours and 
mortality of the exposed fishes.

General behavioural responses and lethal 
concentrations of the toxicants to the exposed fish 
species

Changed behavioural responses of fish have been observed 
to toxicants and on various time duration, probably it is due to the 
effect of chemicals, their concentrations, species, size and specific 
environmental conditions.33 The behavioural responses reported for 
the test fishes in this study are similar to those reported by other 
authors for clarrids under various stress conditions.32,34-40

Besch41 identified four main phases in the exposure time on 
behavioural responses of fish to toxicants. These are the contact 
phase (brief period of high excitability), exertion (visible avoidance 
characterized by fast swimming, leaping and attempts to jump 
out of the toxicant), loss of equilibrium, followed by lethal (death) 
phase when opercular movement and responses to tactile stimuli 
cease completely. Despite the numerous advantages of chemical 

fertilizers to improve fish production, they have a startling number 
of adverse effects on aquatic life in water bodies that receive run-
off from farmlands or from excess direct application in the aquatic 
environment.34

Results obtained from this study reveals that for 96 hour LC50 for H. 
bidorsalis fingerlings exposed to NPK fertilizer was 1.09g/l, with 
lower and upper confidence limits of 0.29 - 3.86g/l respectively. This 
value is at variance with the values reported by Ufodike, et al.32 when 
they exposed C. gariepinus to acute concentrations of some inorganic 
fertilizers. They reported that, the 96hrs LC50 for calcium hydroxide 
(Ca (OH)2), NPK, sodium phosphate (NaPO4.12H2O) and sodium 
nitrate (NaNO3) fertilizers were 33.9mg/l, 83.6mg/l, 748mg/l and 
1258.9mg/l respectively. But results of present study are closely agrees 
with the values by Ofojekwu, et al.30 when Tilapia zilli fingerlings 
were exposed to acute concentrations of NPK (15.15.15) fertilizer. 
These differences between these two findings maybe because of 
the difference in the fish species and levels of concentration used.42 
At the concentrations used in this investigation, the fertilizers led 
to significant reduction in the dissolved oxygen and an increase in 
alkalinity and total hardness of the water. The air gulping reported in 
the exposed fish in this study is an indication of insufficient amount 
of dissolved oxygen in the experimental media which may have 
been depleted by the fertilizers. This result is in line with the report 
of Warren43 who observed that, the introduction of a toxicant into an 
aquatic system might decrease the dissolved oxygen content which in 
turn impairs respiration, thus leading to asphyxiation.

In Urea fertilizer, the results obtained from this research revealed 
that the 96 hours exposure has 17.84g/l LC50 values with lower 
and upper confidence limits of 11.32 and 14.88g/l respectively. 
LC50 values for urea in present study are in agreement with the findings 
of Ofojekwu et al.31 when they exposed Tilapia zilli fingerlings 
to acute concentrations of Urea fertilizer (LC50 value 15.85g/l). 
The slight difference may be due to the different in species used, 
fertilizer concentrations and other environmental factors, as different 
fish species respond to the effect of a pollutant differently.19  The 
upright position with snouts above the water surface gasping for air, 
uncoordinated swimming, restlessness, frequent attempts at jumping 
out of the tank and quietness reported in this study for urea fertilizer 
have been earlier documented by Omoregie, et al.,45 Avoaja, eta l.,46 
Omoregie,47 Oti,48 Adakole,49 Ayuba, et al.50 when they exposed fish 
fingerlings to acute concentrations of different toxicants.

Results of the study further revealed that percentage mortality 
increases with increase in concentration of the toxicant, and in these 
findings are in agreement with the earlier reports documented by 
Omoregie, et al.45 Avoaja, eta l.,46 Omoregie,47 Oti,48 Ayuba, et al.50 
This study also reveals that concentrations above 10.00g/l (Urea) and 
3.13g/l (NPK) were lethally threat to the test fish within 96 hours as 
55% and 50% mortality was recorded respectively. Differences in 
mortality of H. bidorsalis51 fingerlings may be due to the difference 
in chemical grade or composition of the two treatments and their 
different levels of concentrations. ANOVA showed that there was 
significant difference among treatment and concentration levels 
on mortality of the test fish for NPK fertilizer, while there was no 
significance difference among treatment and concentration levels on 
mortality of the test fish for Urea fertilizer. This further signifies that 
the treatment effects were not equal among the different experimental 
units (P<0.05) for NPK while treatment effects were equal among 
experimental units (P>0.05) for urea fertilizer.

The mortality rate of the test fish at 3.75g/l (NPK) and 11.25g/l 
(Urea) killing more than 50% of the test fish indicates that the higher 
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the concentration, the higher the mortality rate at a given exposure 
time. This also clearly indicates that both NPK and urea fertilizers 
are harmful to H.bidorsalis fingerlings at acute concentrations.52 
This confirms the findings of Nwani, et al.,53 Ofojekwu, et al.,30 
Ofojekwu et al.31 who exposed Tilapia zilli fingerlings to acute 
concentrations of different inorganic fertilizers. Based on the 24, 
48, 72 and 96hrs LC50 values determined from this study for both 
NPK and urea fertilizers; they are rated highly toxic and toxic r 
to H. bidorsalis fingerlings.54 Thus, it would seem prudent to avoid 
situations where inorganic fertilizers are added intermittently to the 
ponds because such subsequent additions may result in total fingerling 
mortality, if the concentrations exceed the established LC50 reported in 
this investigation.

This study also establishes that, with prolonged exposure to the 
toxicant, the fish became fatigued and stressed. Substances involved 
in energy generation such as protein, carbohydrates and fat which play 
significant roles in body building and energy production in the fish 
may be negatively affected under environmental stress.55 Kormakik, 
et al.,56 Kuma, et al.57 reported that increased utilization of protein 
when fish is under the influence of a pollutant leads to stress. The 
stressful behaviours exhibited by the fish as established in this study, 
suggests that they suffered respiratory impairment, due to the effect 
of the toxicant on the gill and general metabolism. These behavioural 
responses are indications of processes leading gradually to death due 
to nervous disorder and insufficient oxygen supply. This result agrees 
with the findings of other authors who studied the effects of inorganic 
fertilizers as well as fertilizer effluents at their acute concentrations on 
fish fingerlings.30,31,47,53,58,59

Conclusion and recommendations
In fish farms, chemical fertilizers are often applied before stocking 

the pond to stimulate the production of organisms that may serve as first 
food for many species of fish and also increase survival and growth.60 
Such applications may not be harmful if enough time is allowed for 
the degradation of these fertilizers by the micro flora. In the context of 
fish nursery management, it would seem prudent to avoid situations 
where chemical fertilizers are added intermittently to the ponds, 
because such subsequent additions may result in total fingerling 
mortality, if the concentrations exceed the established LC50 reported in 
this study. The study clearly shows that acute concentrations of NPK 
and Urea fertilizers are harmful to H. bidorsalis fingerlings.

It is thus recommended that the application of these fertilizers in 
aquatic ecosystems either in ponds, irrigations or farms should be 
carefully controlled or monitored, such that concentrations that are 
lethal to aquatic life could be avoided. There is also a great need to 
provide further baseline data on urea and NPK fertilizers. Such studies 
should be concerned with providing information on research such as, 
the effects of sub-lethal concentrations of Urea and NPK fertilizers on 
the haematology, serum/plasma enzymes, metabolites, hormones and 
tissues of H. bidorsalis.

Acknowledgments
None.

Conflicts of interest
None.

References
1. Calamari D, Naeve H. Towards management of the aquatic environment. 

CIFA Technical paper (FAO) Technical Papers. 1994;25:7–22.

2. Osibanjo O. Perspective on pollution and waste management for 
sustainable development. Paper developed at Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency, Abuja, Nigeria. 2002;p.47.

3. Addiscott TM, Whitmore AP, Powlson DS. Farming, fertilizers and the 
nitrate problem. CAB International, Willingford. 1991;pp.281.

4. Nwadukwe FO. Analysis of production, early growth and survival 
of Clarias gariepinus, Heterobranchus longifilis and their F1 hybrids in 
ponds. Netherlands Journal of Aquatic Ecology. 1995;29(2):222–227.

5. Amadi A. Chemistry, agriculture and the environment. In: Richardson 
ML (eds.), The Royal Society of Chemistry, Cambridge, USA. 
1991;pp.301.

6. Cooke GW. Fertilizing for maximum yield. Crosby Lockwood Staples, 
London. 1975;pp.122.

7. Ball RC. Experimental use of fertilizer in production of fish–food 
organisms and fish. Michigan Technical Bulletin. 1949;p.1–26.

8. Lioyd R. Pollution and freshwater fish / Richard Lloyd. Blackwell 
Scientific Publication Ltd, Cambridge, London. 1992;pp.176.

9. Long DF. Water Treatment Handbook. Degremout Company, France. 
1978;pp.196.

10. Marioghae IE. Cultivable fish. Proceedings of the seed propagation 
course, ARAC, Port Harcourt, Nigeria. 1991;pp.3–6.`

11. Teugels GG, Gustiano R Diego R, et al. Preliminary Results of the 
Morphological characterization of natural populations and cultured 
strains of Hetebranchus species (Siluriformes, Claridae) from Indonesia. 
Proceedings of the mid–term work–shop of the Catfish Asia Project 
Cantho, Vietnam. 1998;Pp.7–10.

12. Huisman EO, Richter CJ. Reproduction, growth, health, control and 
aquacultural potential of African Catfish: Clarias gariepinus(Burchell, 
1822). Aquaculture. 1997;63(1–4):1–14.

13. Haylor GS. Some aspects of the biology and culture of the African 
catfish, Clarias gariepinus, (Burchell, 1922), with particular reference 
to developing African countries. In Roberts RJ, et al. (eds.), Recent 
advances in aquaculture. Blackwell Scientific Publications, Cambridge, 
London. 1993;pp.341.

14. Teugels GG. The nomenclature of African catfish used in aquaculture. 
Aquaculture. 1984;38(4):373–374.

15. Veverica K, Bowman J. Global experiment; optimization of Nitrogen 
fertilization rate in freshwater tilapia production ponds. In:Gupta A, et 
al. (eds.), Eighten Annual Technical Report, Oregon. 2001;p.13–12.

16. Robert MJ. Fish pathology. Bailliere Tindall, London. 1988;pp.318.

17. Clay OP. Population, biology, growth and feeding of the African catfish 
(Clarias gariepinus) with special reference to the juveniles and their 
importance in fish culture. Acta Hydrobiologia. 1989;87:453–482.

18. Okaeme AN. Bacteria associated with mortality in Tilapia zilli, 
Heterobranchus bidorsalis and Clarias gariepinus in indoor hatcheries 
and outdoor ponds. Journal of Aquaculture in the Tropics. 1989;4:143–
146.

19. OECD. Guidelines for testing of chemicals, fish acute toxicity test. 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. Paris, 
France. 1992;203:1–9.

20. APHA, AWWA, WEF. Standard methods for the examination of water 
and waste water. (21st Edn), American Public Health Association, 
Washington, USA. 2005;pp.1–541.

21. ASTM. Standard guidelines for conducting acute toxicity test with fishes. 
Annual book of ASTM standards, West Conshohocken, Pennsylvania. 
2004;10:13.

22. Irwin JO. Statistical methods in biological assay. Journal of Pharmacy 
and Pharmacology. 1953;172:925–926.

https://doi.org/10.15406/jamb.2016.04.00079
ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/Cdrom/aquaculture/a0844t/docrep/008/V3640E/V3640E01.htm#ch1
ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/Cdrom/aquaculture/a0844t/docrep/008/V3640E/V3640E01.htm#ch1
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2FBF02336048#page-2
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2FBF02336048#page-2
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2FBF02336048#page-2
http://www.nativefishlab.net/library/textpdf/17300.pdf
http://www.nativefishlab.net/library/textpdf/17300.pdf
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/32754185?selectedversion=NBD8918975
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/32754185?selectedversion=NBD8918975
https://www.scribd.com/doc/18177606/Water-Treatment-Handbook-Ondeo-Degremont-II
https://www.scribd.com/doc/18177606/Water-Treatment-Handbook-Ondeo-Degremont-II
http://horizon.documentation.ird.fr/exl-doc/pleins_textes/doc34-08/010020343.pdf
http://horizon.documentation.ird.fr/exl-doc/pleins_textes/doc34-08/010020343.pdf
http://horizon.documentation.ird.fr/exl-doc/pleins_textes/doc34-08/010020343.pdf
http://horizon.documentation.ird.fr/exl-doc/pleins_textes/doc34-08/010020343.pdf
http://horizon.documentation.ird.fr/exl-doc/pleins_textes/doc34-08/010020343.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0044848687900573
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0044848687900573
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0044848687900573
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0044848684903429
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0044848684903429
http://pdacrsp.oregonstate.edu/pubs/technical/16tch/8ffr1k.pdf
http://pdacrsp.oregonstate.edu/pubs/technical/16tch/8ffr1k.pdf
http://pdacrsp.oregonstate.edu/pubs/technical/16tch/8ffr1k.pdf
http://as.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1444332821.html
http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/risk-assessment/1948241.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/risk-assessment/1948241.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/risk-assessment/1948241.pdf
http://www.mwa.co.th/download/file_upload/SMWW_1000-3000.pdf
http://www.mwa.co.th/download/file_upload/SMWW_1000-3000.pdf
http://www.mwa.co.th/download/file_upload/SMWW_1000-3000.pdf
http://www.astm.org/Standards/E1241.htm
http://www.astm.org/Standards/E1241.htm
http://www.astm.org/Standards/E1241.htm
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.2042-7158.1950.tb12996.x/pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.2042-7158.1950.tb12996.x/pdf


The effects of some agricultural fertilizers on fingerlings of heterobranchus bidorsalis 6
Copyright:

©2016 Asuquo et al.

Citation: Asuquo IE, Essien-Ibok MA, Abiaobo NO. The effects of some agricultural fertilizers on fingerlings of heterobranchus bidorsalis. J Aquac Mar Biol. 
2016;4(2):11‒12. DOI: 10.15406/jamb.2016.04.00079

23. Grimm H. Finney DJ: Statistical methods in biological assay. In: Griffin, 
et al. (Eds.), Bomedical Journal, London, USA. 1978;8:508.

24. Finney DJ. Statistical method in biological assay. (3rd edn), Oxford 
University Press, London, USA. 1979;pp.1–684.

25. Akindele SO. Basic experimental designs in agricultural research. Royal 
Bird Ventures, Nigeria. 2004;pp.190.

26. Ogbeibu AE. Biostatistics. A Practical approach to research and data 
handling. Mindex Press Ltd, Nigeria. 2005;pp.264.

27. Stephan, CE. Method for calculating an LC50. In: Mayer, et al. American 
Society for Testing and Materials. 1977;p.65–84

28. Mackereth FJH, Heron J, Talling JF. Water analysis. Some revised 
methods for limnologists. Freshwater Biological Association 
Publication. 1989;64(4):456.

29. Adeniji HA, Ovie SL. A simple guide to water quality management 
in fish ponds. National Institute for Freshwater Fisheries Research 
23.1989.

30. Ofojekwu PC, Nwani CD, Chinedu C. Acute toxicity of NPK (15:15:15) 
fertilizers to Tilapia zilli fingerlings. Nigeria Journal of Fisheries. 2008a 
;5(1):31–37.

31. Ofojekwu PC, Nwani CD, Ihere RE. Acute toxicity of urea fertilizer to 
Tilapia zilli fingerlings. Bio Research. 2008b ;6(1):298–300.

32. Ufodike EBC, Onusiriuka BC. Acute toxicity of inorganic fertilizers 
to African catfish, Clarias gariepinus. Aquaculture research. 
1990;21(2):181–186.

33. Food and Agricultural Organization. Meeting on the toxicity and 
bioaccumulation of selected substances in freshwater organisms. Rovinj, 
Yugoslavia. 1984.

34. Food and Agricultural Organization. Review of the state of aquatic 
pollution of East African inland waters. FAO/CIFA Occassional Paper. 
2000;10:25–28.

35. Ufodike EBC, Onusiriuka BC. Gill damage and Heamatology in 
African catfish exposed to inorganic fertilizers. Nigerian Journal of 
Biotechnology. 1996;7:279–282.

36. Onusiriuka BC, Ufodike EBC. Actue toxicity of water extract of sausage 
plant, Kigella africana and Akee apple, Blighia sapida on the African 
catfish. Clarias gariepinus Journal of Aquatic Sciences. 1994;9:35–44.

37. Onusiriuka BC, Ufodike EBC. Growth of African catfish, Clarias 
gariepinus (Teugels) subjected to sublethal concentrations of water 
extract of Akee apple, Blighia sapida and sausage plant, Kigelia 
africana. Journal of Aquatic Sciences. 1998;13:59–62.

38. Onusiriuka BC, Ufodike EBC. Effects of sublethal concentrations of 
akee apple, Blighia sapida and sausage plant, Kigelia africana on tissue 
chemistry of African catfish, Clarias gariepinus. Journal of Aquatic 
Sciences. 2000;15(1):47–49.

39. Nwanna LC, Fagbenro OA, Ogunlowo ET. Toxicity of textile effluents 
to Clarias gariepinusand Heterobranchus bidorsalis and Hybrid 
fingerlings. Responsible Aquaculture in the New Millenium. Abstract of 
International Conference on aquaculture, Belgium Publication, Europe. 
2001;28:510.

40. Auta J, Balogun JK, Lawal FA, et al. Acute toxicity of the insecticide, 
Dimethoate on juveniles of Oreochromis niloticus (Trewavas) and 
Clarias gariepinus (Teugels). Journal of Aquatic Sciences. 2004;19(1):5–
8.

41. Besch WK. A biological monitoring system employing rheotaxis of fish. 
Proceedings of symposium on Biological Monitoring of water quality 
and waste water quality. Blacksbury, USA. 1975;p:28–32.

42. Johnson WW, Finley MT. Handbook of acute toxicity of chemicals on 
fish and aquatic invertebrates: summaries of toxicity tests conducted at 
Columbia National Fisheries Research Laboratory. USGS. 1980;pp:137.

43. Warren CE. Biology and Water Pollution Control. WB Sanders and 
Company, Philadelphia, USA. 1977;pp: 434.

44. Omeregie E, Ufodike EBC. Histopathology of Oreochromis 
niloticus exposed to acetellic 25EE. Journal of Aquatic Sciences. 
1991;6:13–17.

45. Okwuosa VA, Omoregie E. Acute toxicity of Alkyl benzene sulphate 
(ABS) detergent to the tooth carp, Aphyosemion gaidneri (L). 
Aquaculture Researc. 1995;3(10):755–758.

46. Omoregie E, Ufodike EBC, Onwuliri COE. Effects of water soluble 
fractions of crude oil on carbohydrate reserves of Oreochromis niloticus 
(L). Journal of Aquatic Sciences. 1997;64:601–607.

47. Oti EE, Chude LA. Acute toxicity of inorganic fertilizer to African 
freshwater Catfish; Clarias gariepinus and Tilapia guineensis fingerlings. 
Niger–Delta Biologia. 1997;2(1):60–62.

48. Oti EE. Acute toxicity of cassava mill effluent to the African catfish 
fingerlings. Journal of Aquatic Sciences. 2002;17(1):31–35.

49. Adakole JA. Acute toxicity of metal–finishing company waste–
water to Clarias gariepinus fingerlings. Journal of Aquatic Sciences. 
2005;20(2):69–73.

50. Ayuba VO, Ofojekwu PC. Effects of sublethal concentrations of Datura 
innoxia leaf on weight gain in the African catfish, Clarias gariepinus. 
Journal of Aquatic Sciences. 2005;20(2):113–116.

51. Avoaja DA, Oti EE. Effect of sublethal concentration of some pesticides 
on the growth and survival of the African catfish, ‘Heteroclarias’ (Hybrid) 
fingerlings. Nigerian Journal of Biotechnology. 1997;8(1):40–45.

52. Omoregie E. Changes in the haematology of Nile Tilapia, Oreochromis 
niloticus (Trewavas) under the effects of crude oil. Acta Hydrobiologiol. 
1998;40(4):284–292.

53. Nwani CD, Okoh FA, Udeh EF, et al. Acute toxicity of phosphate 
fertilizer to Tilapia zilli fingerlings. Pollution Research. 2008;27:533–
537.

54. Helfrich LD, Weigman L, Hipkins P, et al. Pesticides and aquatic 
animals: A guide to reducing impacts on aquatic systems. Fisheries and 
Wildlife Sciences. 1996;8:420–421.

55. Heath GA. Water pollution and fish physiology. CRC Press, Bocaraton, 
Florida. 1989;pp.254.

56. Kormakik GA, Cameron JN. Ammonia excretion in animals that breathe 
water: a review. Marine Biology. 1981;2:11–23.

57. Kumar NJ, Krishnamoorthi KP. Evaluation of toxicity of ammoniacal 
fertilizer. Environmental Pollution Service and Ecological Biology. 
1983;30(1):77–86.

58. Ekweozor IK, Bobmanuel NO, Gabriel UU. Sublethal effect of 
ammoniacal fertilizer effluents on three commercial fish species from the 
Niger Delta, Nigeria. Journal of Applied Sciences and Environmental 
Management. 2001;5(1):63–68.

59. Bobmanuel NOK, Gabriel UU, Ekweozor IKE. Direct toxic assessment 
of treated fertilizer effluents to Oreochromis niloticus, Clarias 
gariepinus and catfish hybrid. African Journal of Biotechnology. 
2006;5:635–642.

60. Ludwig GM, Stone NM, Collins BC. Fertilization of fish fry ponds. 
SouthernRegional Aquaculture Cente. 1998;469:1–8.

https://doi.org/10.15406/jamb.2016.04.00079
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bimj.4710210714/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/bimj.4710210714/abstract
http://14.139.56.90/bitstream/1/2048320/1/0041_6153.pdf
http://14.139.56.90/bitstream/1/2048320/1/0041_6153.pdf
http://www.ljemail.org/reference/ReferencesPapers.aspx?ReferenceID=1077270
http://www.ljemail.org/reference/ReferencesPapers.aspx?ReferenceID=1077270
http://www.astm.org/DIGITAL_LIBRARY/STP/PAGES/STP32389S.htm
http://www.astm.org/DIGITAL_LIBRARY/STP/PAGES/STP32389S.htm
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/iroh.19790640404/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/iroh.19790640404/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/iroh.19790640404/abstract
http://aquaticcommons.org/812/
http://aquaticcommons.org/812/
http://aquaticcommons.org/812/
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/njf/article/view/41967
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/njf/article/view/41967
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/njf/article/view/41967
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/br/article/view/28645
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/br/article/view/28645
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1365-2109.1990.tb00455.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1365-2109.1990.tb00455.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1365-2109.1990.tb00455.x/abstract
http://195.97.36.231/dbases/MEETING_DOCUMENTS/85WG118_Inf18_eng.pdf
http://195.97.36.231/dbases/MEETING_DOCUMENTS/85WG118_Inf18_eng.pdf
http://195.97.36.231/dbases/MEETING_DOCUMENTS/85WG118_Inf18_eng.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/008/p2992e/P2992E01.htm
http://www.fao.org/docrep/008/p2992e/P2992E01.htm
http://www.fao.org/docrep/008/p2992e/P2992E01.htm
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/19987
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/19987
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/19987
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/19987
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/19958
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/19958
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/19958
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/19958
http://www.astm.org/DIGITAL_LIBRARY/STP/PAGES/STP27836S.htm
http://www.astm.org/DIGITAL_LIBRARY/STP/PAGES/STP27836S.htm
http://www.astm.org/DIGITAL_LIBRARY/STP/PAGES/STP27836S.htm
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/rp137
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/rp137
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/rp137
http://www.academia.edu/9636328/Histopathology_of_Oreochromis_niloticus_exposed_to_Actellic_25EC
http://www.academia.edu/9636328/Histopathology_of_Oreochromis_niloticus_exposed_to_Actellic_25EC
http://www.academia.edu/9636328/Histopathology_of_Oreochromis_niloticus_exposed_to_Actellic_25EC
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1365-2109.1995.tb00868.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1365-2109.1995.tb00868.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1365-2109.1995.tb00868.x/abstract
http://nigerdeltabiologia.com/index.php/ndb/article/view/34
http://nigerdeltabiologia.com/index.php/ndb/article/view/34
http://nigerdeltabiologia.com/index.php/ndb/article/view/34
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/19907
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/19907
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/20042
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/20042
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/20042
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/20049
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/20049
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/jas/article/view/20049
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/njb/article/view/125911
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/njb/article/view/125911
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/njb/article/view/125911
http://www.academia.edu/1341777/Changes_in_the_haematology_of_the_Nile_tilapia_Oreochromis_niloticus_Trewavas_under_the_effect_of_crude_oil
http://www.academia.edu/1341777/Changes_in_the_haematology_of_the_Nile_tilapia_Oreochromis_niloticus_Trewavas_under_the_effect_of_crude_oil
http://www.academia.edu/1341777/Changes_in_the_haematology_of_the_Nile_tilapia_Oreochromis_niloticus_Trewavas_under_the_effect_of_crude_oil
https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/420/420-013/420-013.html
https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/420/420-013/420-013.html
https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/420/420-013/420-013.html
https://www.crcpress.com/Water-Pollution-and-Fish-Physiology/Heath/9780873716321
https://www.crcpress.com/Water-Pollution-and-Fish-Physiology/Heath/9780873716321
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0143147183900326
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0143147183900326
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/0143147183900326
http://www.bioline.org.br/abstract?id=ja01010
http://www.bioline.org.br/abstract?id=ja01010
http://www.bioline.org.br/abstract?id=ja01010
http://www.bioline.org.br/abstract?id=ja01010
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/wkrec/FertilizingFryPonds.pdf
http://www2.ca.uky.edu/wkrec/FertilizingFryPonds.pdf

	Title
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Description of test organism 

	Materials and methods 
	Source of experimental fish 
	Acclimatization
	Preparation of test media and exploratory test 
	Experimental procedures 
	Water quality parameters 
	Temperature
	Dissolved oxygen 
	pH
	Alkalinity
	Total hardness 
	Data collection 
	Data analysis 

	Results
	Physico-chemical parameters 
	General behavioural changes 
	Mortality of fingerlings exposed to NPK and urea fertilizers 
	Differential effects of NPK and urea fertilizer concentrations on H. bidorsalis fingerlings 

	Discussion
	Water quality parameters 
	General behavioural responses and lethal concentrations of the toxicants to the exposed fish species

	Conclusion and recommendations 
	Acknowledgments 
	Conflicts of interest 
	References
	Table 1
	Table 2
	Table 3
	Table 4
	Figure 1
	Figure 2

