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Introduction
The field of anaesthesiology is dynamic and demanding, requiring 

professionals to manage patients’ vital functions during surgery, 
critical care, and pain management. Traditionally, residency programs 
relied on clinical exposure for hands-on training, but concerns about 
patient safety and the need for structured learning experiences 
have revealed the limitations of conventional bedside learning.1 In 
this context, skill lab training has emerged as a crucial element in 
anaesthesiology residency programs, providing residents with a risk-
free environment to practice essential skills.

Transitioning from theoretical knowledge to practical application 
can be daunting for residents, who must master complex procedures 
like airway management and resuscitation techniques. Simulation-
based training is increasingly recognized as a powerful educational 
tool, especially in anaesthesiology, where residents face high-risk 
cases, and rare and unanticipated incidences such as difficult airway 
management, acute blood loss, etc. Skill labs enable residents 
to rehearse these critical scenarios in a controlled environment, 
sharpening both technical and cognitive skills.2 This practice not only 
builds competence but also boosts confidence, preparing residents to 
respond effectively to real-life emergencies.3,4 

The significance of skill lab training is amplified by the shift 
toward competency-based medical education (CBME), which focuses 
on achieving specific competencies rather than merely completing 
time-based training. Skill labs provide a standardized platform for 
assessing these competencies, ensuring residents reach a certain level 
of proficiency before advancing.3,5,6 Moreover, skill labs create a safe 
space for residents to make mistakes and learn from them. While 
errors in clinical practice can have severe consequences, simulations 
allow residents to experiment, learn, and improve decision-making 
without jeopardizing patient safety.2,7,8 This process prepares for 
the development of both technical and non-technical skills, such as 
communication and teamwork, which are critical in the operating 
room and intensive care units.

In many regions, skill lab training is now a mandatory component 
of anaesthesiology residency programs.5,9 Countries such as the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and Australia have integrated simulation-
based education into their medical curricula, establishing guidelines 
for necessary competencies. In India, while skill lab integration is 
gaining interest, challenges related to infrastructure and resource 
allocation persist. Nevertheless, the undeniable benefits of skill lab 
training are driving efforts to implement this approach more widely 
across residency programs.

As healthcare becomes increasingly complex, with an emphasis on 
patient safety, the demand for well-trained anaesthesiologists is rising. 
Skill lab training is uniquely positioned to bridge the gap between 
theoretical knowledge and clinical practice, equipping residents to 
deliver safe, effective anaesthesia care across various settings.9,10 Skill 
lab training is multifaceted, enhancing technical skills while fostering 
a culture of safety, continuous learning, and professional development. 
As anaesthesiology evolves, skill lab training will remain essential in 
shaping competent, confident, and patient-centred anaesthesiologists.

The importance of skill lab training

Skill Lab Training in anaesthesiology: Bridging theory and 
practice

Skill lab training has become essential in medical education, 
particularly in anaesthesiology, where technical proficiency and 
quick decision-making are crucial. Anaesthesiologists must perform 
various procedures, from routine airway management to complex 
regional anaesthesia, while ensuring patient safety in high-pressure 
situations.11-13 Skill labs simulate real-life clinical scenarios, providing 
a structured platform for residents to develop and refine critical skills 
in a safe, controlled environment.

Bridging the gap between theory and practice

Anaesthesiology requires applying theoretical knowledge to real-
time patient care. Residents encounter complex clinical situations that 
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Abstract

Skill lab training plays an increasingly vital role in the residency programs of anaesthesiology, 
offering a controlled, hands-on learning environment where residents can enhance their 
technical proficiency, clinical judgment, and decision-making skills. This review highlights 
the value of simulation-based education in developing essential competencies such as 
airway management, regional anaesthesia, and crisis response in high-risk scenarios. By 
allowing residents to practice and refine techniques without jeopardizing patient safety, 
skill labs bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and clinical application. Moreover, 
they provide opportunities for standardized training and immediate feedback, fostering 
continuous improvement. Integrating skill lab training into anaesthesiology residency 
programs has been shown to improve procedural confidence, reduce errors, and enhance 
patient outcomes. This article explores the effectiveness of skill lab training in accelerating 
skill acquisition, addressing training gaps, and preparing residents for real-world challenges 
in anaesthesia practice.
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demand a solid understanding of anatomy, physiology, pharmacology, 
and medical technology.13,14 However, translating this knowledge into 
practical skills is not straightforward. Skill lab training bridges this 
gap by allowing residents to apply what they have learned in a hands-
on environment.15 For example, understanding the pharmacokinetics 
of anaesthetic agents is crucial, but skill labs enable residents to 
practice drug administration and monitor patient responses without 
causing harm.

Safe and controlled learning environment

A significant benefit of skill lab training is providing a safe 
environment for learning. In clinical settings, mistakes can have 
serious consequences, which can limit residents’ ability to practice 
complex procedures.16 Skill labs offer a controlled space for residents 
to make mistakes, receive immediate feedback, and improve their 
techniques. This process builds competence and confidence before 
transitioning to real patient care. Moreover, skill labs allow residents 
to repeat procedures essential for mastery, enabling them to build 
muscle memory and confidence before clinical encounters.17,18

Introduction to diverse methodologies

Skill labs are equipped with various tools to recreate clinical scenarios, 
ranging from mannequin-based simulations to advanced virtual reality 
(VR) systems. Mannequins can mimic patient responses, allowing 
residents to practice various scenarios, while VR systems offer 
immersive experiences where residents interact with virtual patients 
and make real-time decisions. Simulation-based training also includes 
task trainers focused on specific skills, such as central venous catheter 
insertion or epidural placement.18,19 By familiarizing residents with 
modern equipment, skill labs ensure preparedness before entering 
clinical settings.

Early exposure to critical procedures

Another advantage of skill lab training is providing early exposure 
to critical procedures that residents may not frequently encounter 
in clinical settings. High-risk, low-frequency events, like airway 
obstruction or anaphylaxis, may not arise during rotations, but they are 
vital to learn.1,20 Skill labs recreate these critical scenarios, allowing 
residents to develop a systematic approach to crisis management and 
improve their decision-making skills under pressure. Early exposure 
helps residents acquire and reinforce essential skills in regional 
anaesthesia, mechanical ventilation, and invasive monitoring.21

Competence through deliberate practice and feedback

Achieving competence in anaesthesiology requires deliberate 
practice and ongoing feedback, both key components of skill lab 
training. Residents practice procedures multiple times and receive 
constructive feedback from mentors, essential for improving 
performance and identifying growth areas.22,23 Reviewing one’s 
performance with guidance accelerates the learning process. 
Additionally, skill labs emphasize non-technical skills such as 
communication and teamwork, critical for anaesthesiologists working 
in interdisciplinary teams.

Impact on patient safety and clinical outcomes

The most significant benefit of skill lab training is its positive 
impact on patient safety and clinical outcomes. Studies show that 
simulation-based training enhances clinical performance, reduces 
medical errors, and improves patient care.2,9,24,25 Anaesthesiology 

residents who have undergone skill lab training are better equipped 
to handle critical situations, enhancing patient safety. For instance, 
a resident practiced in difficult airway management will be more 
competent in similar situations in the operating room, ultimately 
leading to better clinical outcomes.8,26

Addressing shortcomings of traditional training 
models

Traditional bedside teaching has limitations that skill lab training 
can overcome. In clinical settings, residents may not have opportunities 
to practice a variety of procedures due to time constraints or patient 
availability. Skill labs allow for repeated practice without clinical 
workflow constraints, ensuring all residents achieve a consistent 
competency level.20 Moreover, the urgency of clinical care often 
limits detailed feedback and reflective learning. Skill labs provide 
a structured environment for focused practice and guided feedback, 
leading to more effective learning.

Standardized training and assessment

Skill labs also offer a standardized approach to training and 
assessment. Variability in clinical exposure can lead to inconsistent 
skill levels among residents. Skill labs ensure that all residents have 
opportunities to practice essential skills, regardless of their clinical 
experiences. Furthermore, structured assessments like Objective 
Structured Clinical Examinations (OSCEs) ensure consistent 
evaluation of residents based on demonstrated competencies.

Contribution to lifelong learning

Finally, skill lab training fosters a culture of lifelong learning 
crucial in anaesthesiology. As medical knowledge and technology 
evolve, so do the skills required for optimal patient care. Skill labs 
provide a platform for residents and practicing anaesthesiologists to 
stay current with the latest developments in the field, ensuring they 
remain at the forefront of their profession.

Enhancing clinical competence and confidence

Skill lab training plays a vital role in enhancing clinical competence 
and confidence, particularly in anaesthesiology where precision and 
quick decision-making are critical. This training offers a structured 
environment where residents can practice and refine both technical 
and non-technical skills essential for high-quality patient care.

Repetition and skill mastery  

A key advantage of skill lab training is the ability to practice 
procedures repeatedly, ensuring mastery. In clinical settings, 
opportunities for hands-on experience are often limited due to patient 
availability, variety of cases, or time constraints.10,12 In contrast, 
skill labs provide residents with the chance to perform essential 
procedures like intubation, central venous catheter insertion, and 
regional anaesthesia multiple times until they become proficient. This 
repetition helps internalize the finer aspects of technique and builds 
muscle memory, enabling residents to execute these procedures 
confidently in real-life situations.9,27

Feedback and continuous learning  

Immediate feedback from faculty is a cornerstone of skill lab 
training. In busy clinical environments, residents may not always 
receive detailed, constructive feedback due to the fast-paced nature of 
patient care. Skill labs, however, offer a more controlled setting where 

https://doi.org/10.15406/jaccoa.2024.16.00606


Role of skill lab training in anaesthesiology residency program 147
Copyright:

©2024 Lambe et al.

Citation: Lambe A, Shetti AN. Role of skill lab training in anaesthesiology residency program. J Anesth Crit Care Open Access. 2024;16(5):145‒149. 
DOI: 10.15406/jaccoa.2024.16.00606

instructors can provide real-time guidance and correct any mistakes. 
This feedback helps residents identify areas of improvement early 
in their training, refine their techniques, and enhance their overall 
competence. This feedback-driven learning loop fosters a deeper 
understanding of procedures and contributes to higher performance 
levels.13,15

Safe space for failure  

Skill labs provide a risk-free environment where residents can 
make mistakes without jeopardizing patient safety. This “safe failure” 
aspect of skill lab training encourages experimentation and helps 
residents learn from errors, ultimately increasing their competence and 
confidence.5,18,23-25 For example, residents may practice establishing 
intravenous access or managing a difficult airway in a simulation. By 
trying different techniques and receiving feedback, they can correct 
errors and refine their skills. This experience helps them feel more 
prepared for real-life scenarios, where such mistakes can have serious 
consequences.

Developing non-technical skills  

In anaesthesiology, non-technical skills like communication, 
teamwork, and leadership are just as important as technical 
expertise. Skill labs often simulate interdisciplinary teamwork, 
allowing residents to practice these essential skills in high-pressure 
environments.6,16,24,27 For instance, in a cardiac arrest simulation, 
residents must communicate effectively and coordinate with other 
team members to manage the situation successfully. These simulations 
enhance their ability to lead and contribute within medical teams, a 
critical aspect of their clinical competence.

Improving decision-making and patient safety  

Skill lab training also improves clinical judgment by exposing 
residents to complex, high-stress situations that require timely 
decisions. Whether managing an obstructed airway or responding to 
a critical event like malignant hyperthermia, residents learn to think 
quickly and act decisively through repeated practice in skill labs. This 
training reduces the likelihood of medical errors, leading to better 
patient outcomes in real-life settings.7,18,20,21,23

Comparison with traditional training models

Medical education has evolved significantly, with traditional 
training models being complemented by modern approaches like skill 
lab training. In anaesthesiology, where precision and decision-making 
are crucial, skill labs offer significant advantages over traditional 
clinical apprenticeship models. This section outlines how skill lab 
training enhances the learning process, improves clinical competence, 
and addresses the limitations of traditional methods.

Traditional clinical apprenticeship model:

The apprenticeship model, where residents learn through direct 
patient care under supervision, has been a long-standing method in 
anaesthesiology. This approach immerses residents in real-world 
cases, providing valuable patient interaction and exposing them to 
clinical unpredictability.8,23,26 However, this model has limitations, 
including inconsistent learning opportunities due to patient 
availability and hospital workflow. Some residents may miss out on 

crucial procedures, leading to gaps in their training. Furthermore, 
this model lacks opportunities for deliberate practice, as procedures 
are often performed once, and feedback is limited in a busy clinical 
setting.14,17,20

Skill Lab Training – A structured approach:

In contrast, skill labs provide a structured, curriculum-based 
environment that ensures every resident gains standardized exposure 
to essential procedures. Unlike opportunistic learning in clinical 
settings, skill lab training allows repeated practice, ensuring residents 
achieve mastery in critical techniques like airway management and 
regional anaesthesia. This repetition is vital for building competence 
and confidence, which can be challenging to develop in traditional 
models.

Deliberate practice and feedback:

Skill lab training emphasizes deliberate practice, where residents 
can repeatedly perform procedures, receive immediate feedback, and 
refine their techniques. This low-pressure environment encourages 
experimentation and learning from mistakes without compromising 
patient safety. The ability to practice until confident and proficient 
prepares residents to handle high-stakes situations in real clinical 
environments. In clinical settings, such repetition and detailed 
feedback are often limited.5,24-26

Addressing patient safety concerns:

A major advantage of skill lab training is the elimination of 
patient safety risks. Residents can practice complex procedures and 
manage rare, critical scenarios—such as malignant hyperthermia or 
anaphylaxis—on mannequins or simulated patients. This hands-on 
experience without patient risk fosters a relaxed learning environment, 
allowing residents to focus on skill acquisition and crisis management 
without the fear of making harmful errors.

Simulation of rare events and crisis management:

Skill labs are particularly effective for simulating rare events and 
crisis situations that residents may not frequently encounter in clinical 
practice. Practicing these high-pressure scenarios in a controlled 
environment helps residents develop leadership, teamwork, and 
decision-making skills, which are crucial for effective anaesthesiology 
practice.20

Complementary role of traditional and skill lab 
training:

While skill labs offer numerous benefits, they are best used in 
conjunction with traditional clinical training. The apprenticeship 
model provides real-patient exposure, while skill labs offer a safe 
space for technical skill mastery. Integrating both approaches ensures 
that residents receive a well-rounded education, equipping them with 
the competence and confidence required for independent practice.26,23

Challenges in implementing skill lab training

Implementing skill lab training in anaesthesiology offers clear 
advantages but comes with several challenges that can impact its 
effectiveness and sustainability. Key issues include high costs, the 
need for faculty training, integration with traditional educational 
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models, and the objective evaluation of residents’ skills. Addressing 
these hurdles is essential for skill lab training to be fully integrated 
into anaesthesiology residency programs, ensuring quality and 
accessibility.28

High costs and resource demands

Establishing and maintaining a skill lab is expensive. It requires 
advanced equipment like high-fidelity mannequins, ultrasound 
machines, and virtual reality tools. These tools are costly to acquire, 
update, and maintain. In addition, operating the lab demands space, 
consumable materials, and trained staff, which adds to the financial 
burden.25 For institutions in low-resource settings, these costs can 
be prohibitive, limiting their ability to offer comprehensive skill lab 
training.

Faculty training and standardized curricula

Skill lab training requires specialized faculty proficient not only 
in clinical practice but also in simulation technology. However, 
many faculty members may lack experience with simulation-based 
education. Additionally, there is often no standardized curriculum 
for skill lab training, leading to inconsistent training experiences 
across institutions. Investing in faculty development and creating 
competency-based, standardized curricula are crucial steps to ensuring 
high-quality and consistent training.

Challenges in integration with traditional models

Integrating skill lab training into traditional residency programs 
poses scheduling challenges. Residents have busy clinical duties, and 
it can be difficult to find time for skill lab sessions. Faculty members, 
often balancing clinical responsibilities, may also struggle to dedicate 
time for hands-on teaching. Furthermore, translating skills learned 
in the lab to real-life clinical practice is not always straightforward. 
A blended approach, combining clinical experience with regular 
simulation training, can help overcome these barriers.

Assessing residents’ skills

Evaluating residents’ competencies in a skill lab setting is complex. 
Traditional assessment methods, like written exams or clinical 
observations, may not fully capture the technical and non-technical 
skills acquired through simulation. While Objective Structured 
Clinical Examinations (OSCEs) provide structured evaluations, they 
have limitations in assessing long-term skill retention and handling 
complex clinical situations. A multi-dimensional assessment approach, 
combining OSCEs with real-time feedback, peer evaluations, and 
longitudinal assessments, is needed to provide a comprehensive view 
of residents’ abilities.2

Future directions

Despite the challenges, many institutions are finding ways to 
address these obstacles. Partnerships with industry, government, or 
philanthropic organizations can help alleviate financial constraints. 
Collaborative networks between institutions can share resources 
and expertise, reducing costs. As technology advances, virtual and 
augmented reality may provide new opportunities for flexible and 
accessible training.

Conclusion
In conclusion, skill lab training in anaesthesiology represents a 

dynamic and forward-thinking approach to medical education. While 
challenges persist, the potential benefits far outweigh the obstacles. 
As technological advancements and innovations in medical education 
continue to emerge, skill lab training will undoubtedly evolve, 
providing anaesthesiology residents with the tools they need to master 
their craft and deliver high-quality patient care. Skill labs are not just a 
training tool; they are a critical pillar in shaping the anaesthesiologists 
of tomorrow, ensuring that they are well-equipped to handle the 
demands and complexities of their profession.
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