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Introduction
The increasing demand for renewable energy sources has prompted 

significant research and development in wind and hydroelectric 
power systems. Wind turbines harness the kinetic energy of wind, 
while micro-hydro turbines convert the potential energy of flowing 
water into mechanical energy. Both technologies play a crucial role 
in diversifying the energy portfolio and reducing reliance on fossil 
fuels. Effective control of these systems is essential for optimizing 
their performance and ensuring reliable energy output. In wind 
turbines, the variability of wind speed presents challenges that 
require sophisticated control strategies to maximize energy capture 
and maintain system stability.1 The implementation of Proportional-
Integral-Derivative (PID) controllers has proven effective in regulating 
rotor speed, allowing for adjustments in blade pitch and yaw angles to 
adapt to changing wind conditions. Similarly, micro-hydro turbines 
benefit from advanced control methods to manage the flow of water 
effectively. Here, the combination of PID controllers and hysteresis 
band controllers offers a robust solution for maintaining turbine speed 
and preventing fluctuations in energy output. The PID controller 
adjusts the flow based on the turbine’s operational requirements, 
while the hysteresis band controller helps stabilize the system by 
minimizing oscillations in response to varying water levels.2,3 This 
paper investigates the application of these control strategies in 
enhancing the efficiency and reliability of wind and micro-hydro 
turbines. By examining the interplay between these technologies, the 
research aims to identify best practices for the integration of wind and 
hydro systems, ultimately contributing to the development of hybrid 
renewable energy solutions. Through this exploration, the paper 
seeks to advance the understanding of control methodologies that can 
significantly impact the performance of renewable energy systems in 
an increasingly sustainable energy landscape.4,5

a.	 To The specific objectives of this paper are as follows:

b.	 Develop PID Control Algorithms: To design and implement PID 
control algorithms tailored for wind turbines, focusing on real-
time adjustments to rotor speed and blade pitch that enhance 
energy capture efficiency.6

c.	 Implement Hysteresis Band Control: To create a hybrid control 
system that integrates PID and hysteresis band controllers for 
micro-hydro turbines, aimed at stabilizing power output and 
improving responsiveness to variable water flow conditions.

d.	 Conduct Performance Simulations: To perform detailed 
simulations of both wind and micro-hydro turbine systems using 
the developed control strategies. This will involve analyzing 
system behavior under various environmental conditions to assess 
performance metrics such as energy output, stability, and response 
time.

e.	 Field Testing and Validation: To conduct field tests of the 
implemented control systems on operational wind and micro-
hydro turbines. The objective is to validate simulation results, 
gather empirical data, and refine control strategies based on real-
world performance.

Evaluate System Integration: To assess the feasibility of integrating 
wind and micro-hydro systems through coordinated control strategies. 
This includes evaluating the potential for energy sharing, load 
balancing, and overall system efficiency.7,8

Research problem
A.	Despite the growing adoption of renewable energy technologies 

such as wind and micro-hydro turbines, several challenges persist 
in optimizing their performance and reliability. The primary 

Int Rob Auto J. 2025;11(1):1‒6. 1
©2025 Alshileeb et al. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which 
permits unrestricted use, distribution, and build upon your work non-commercially.

Optimizing renewable energy efficiency: comparative 
speed control mechanisms in wind and micro-hydro 
generation plant

Volume 11 Issue 1 - 2025

  
Electrical and Electronics Engineering, University of Tripoli, Libya

Correspondence: Ahmed J Abougarair, Electrical and 
Electronics Engineering, University of Tripoli, Tripoli, Libya

Received: January 18, 2025 | Published: February 10, 2025

Abstract

This paper explores the implementation of control strategies for optimizing energy 
production in renewable energy systems, specifically focusing on wind turbines and micro-
hydro turbines. The primary objective is to enhance the efficiency and stability of these 
systems through advanced control mechanisms. In wind turbines, Proportional-Integral-
Derivative (PID) controllers are employed to maintain optimal rotor speed and maximize 
energy capture from variable wind conditions. By adjusting blade pitch and yaw angles, the 
PID control system ensures that the turbine operates within safe limits while responding 
effectively to fluctuations in wind speed. For micro-hydro turbines, a dual approach is 
utilized, combining PID controllers with hysteresis band controllers. The PID controller regulates 
the turbine speed by adjusting the water flow, while the hysteresis band controller adds a layer of stability 
by preventing excessive oscillations in output power. This hybrid control method enhances 
the responsiveness of the system to changes in water flow, ensuring consistent energy 
production. The integration of these control strategies not only improves the performance 
of individual systems but also facilitates the development of hybrid energy systems that 
leverage both wind and hydro resources. This paper aims to provide insights into effective 
control methodologies that can be applied to renewable energy systems, contributing to a 
more sustainable energy future.
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research problem addressed in this paper is the effective control 
of these systems under varying environmental conditions to 
maximize energy output and ensure operational stability.9 

B.	Variable Wind Conditions: Wind turbines are subjected to 
fluctuating wind speeds, which can lead to inefficiencies in 
energy capture and potential mechanical stress. The challenge 
lies in designing a control system that can dynamically adjust 
turbine parameters (such as blade pitch and yaw orientation) in 
real-time to respond to these variations while maintaining safety 
and performance.

C.	Flow Fluctuations in Micro-Hydro Systems: Micro-hydro turbines 
operate in environments where water flow rates can vary due to 
seasonal changes, upstream usage, and environmental factors. 
This variability necessitates a control mechanism that not only 
maintains optimal turbine speed but also mitigates the risk of 
oscillations in power output. The integration of PID and hysteresis 
band controllers presents a complex challenge in balancing 
responsiveness and stability.10 

D.	Integration of Wind and Hydro Systems: As the energy landscape 
shifts toward hybrid systems that combine multiple renewable 
sources, there is a need to develop coordinated control strategies 
that optimize the performance of both wind and micro-hydro 
turbines. The lack of established methodologies for the seamless 
integration of these technologies hinders the potential for 
maximizing energy generation.

E.	System Efficiency and Reliability: Ultimately, the goal is to 
enhance the overall efficiency and reliability of renewable 
energy systems. This involves not only optimizing individual 
components but also ensuring that the entire system operates 
cohesively under varying conditions.11 

F.	 This research aims to address these challenges by exploring 
advanced control methodologies, specifically the application of 
PID controllers in wind turbines and a combination of PID and 
hysteresis band controllers in micro-hydro turbines. By focusing 
on these areas, the paper seeks to contribute to the development 
of more efficient and stable renewable energy systems, paving the 
way for a sustainable energy future.12 

Micro-hydro energy

Micro-hydro systems, on the other hand, utilize the potential 
energy of flowing water to generate electricity. These systems are 
particularly advantageous in remote areas where larger hydroelectric 
papers are not feasible. The operational efficiency of micro-hydro 
turbines is influenced by the variability in water flow, which can 
change due to seasonal patterns, rainfall, and upstream water use. 
Control strategies for micro-hydro systems often involve regulating 
the flow of water to maintain optimal turbine speed and prevent power 
fluctuations. The combination of PID controllers with hysteresis band 
controllers has emerged as an effective approach to achieving stable 
power output, addressing the challenges posed by variable water 
resources.13 The integration of wind and micro-hydro systems presents 
a promising opportunity to enhance the reliability and consistency of 
renewable energy supply. These systems can complement each other, 
as wind and water resources often peak at different times. For instance, 
during periods of low wind, hydro systems can provide necessary 
backup power, thereby stabilizing the overall energy output.14–16

However, the successful integration of these systems requires 
sophisticated control strategies that can manage the interplay between 
different energy sources. Coordinated control approaches are essential 

for optimizing energy production and ensuring a seamless transition 
between wind and hydro generation.

The power output (P) of a wind turbine can be calculated using the 
following equation:

0.5 3P rho A ν= × × ×

Where: 

(P = Power output (Watts)

(rho) = Air density (kg/m³, approximately (1.225) kg/m³ at sea 
level)

(A) = Swept area of the blades (m²), calculated as: 2A rπ= ×

(where (r) is the radius of the rotor)

(v) = Wind speed (m/s)

The maximum theoretical efficiency of a wind turbine is given 
by Betz’s Limit, which states that no turbine can capture more than 
(59.3%) of the kinetic energy in wind: 0.593pC ≤

Thus, the actual power output can be expressed as:
30.5 rho pP C v= × × ×

The torque ( )  (ô) produced by the turbine can be calculated 
using:

ô
P

ω
=

(ô)  = Torque (Nm)

(P) = Power output (Watts)

Angular velocity (rad/s),  
2

60
( )

Nπ
ω =

 (N) is the rotational speed in RPM)

To analyze the forces on the blades, we can use blade element 
theory. The lift ( L) and drag

(D) forces can be expressed as:

Lift:
20.5 rho    L LL v A C= × × × ×

Drag:                    
20.5 rho    D DL v A C= × × × ×

( )LC = Lift coefficient (depends on the angle of attack)

( )DC = Drag coefficient (also depends on the angle of attack)

( )LA and  ( )DA are the effective areas for lift and drag, respectively.

To estimate the annual energy production (AEP) of a wind turbine, 
we can use:

( )
1

n

i i
i

AEP P v t
=

= ∑

-	 (AEP) = Annual energy production (kWh)

P rho g Q Hη= × × × ×
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= Power output at wind speed ( )iv

( )it = Time duration at wind speed ( )iv

-	 (n) = Number of wind speed bins

When modeling multiple turbines, it’s important to consider wake 
88888effects. The velocity deficit in the wake can be modeled as:

           ( ) 1 K wake inflowv v × −=

- (k) = Wake loss coefficient, which depends on the spacing and 
layout of the turbines.

The power output ( P ) of a micro-hydro plant can be calculated 
using the following equation:

P rho g Q Hη= × × × ×

-	 (P) = Power output (Watts)

-	 (eta) = Turbine efficiency (decimal)

-	 (rho) = Density of water (approximately ( 1000, kg/m^3))

-	 (g) = Acceleration due to gravity (9.81 m/s^2))

-	 (Q) = Flow rate (m³/s)

-	 (H) = Effective head (m) – the height difference between the 
water source and the turbine.

The electrical power output of the synchronous machine can be 
expressed as:

cosPelectrical V I phi= × ×

-	 (V) = Terminal voltage (Volts)

-	 (I) = Output current (Amperes)

-	 (phi) = Power factor angle.

The torque (T) produced by the synchronous machine can be 
calculated as:

{ }{ }T fracP electrical ω=

-	 (omega) = Angular speed (rad/s), which can be related to RPM 
by:

2A rπ=

Simulation & results
I.	 To model the dynamic behavior of wind and micro-hydro 

turbines.

II.	 To implement PID control for wind turbines to regulate rotor 
speed.

III.	 To develop a combined PID and hysteresis band control system 
for micro-hydro turbines.

IV.	 To analyze the system’s response to different input conditions, 
such as variable wind speeds and water flow rates.

Modeling the wind turbine
System dynamics:

Define the equations of motion for the wind turbine.

Model the aerodynamic forces acting on the blades, rotor dynamics, 
and generator dynamics.

PID controller design

Use the Control System Toolbox to design the PID controller.

Tune the PID parameters (Kp, Ki, Kd) using techniques such as 
Ziegler-Nichols or trial-and-error.

 Simulink model17–23

Create a Simulink model that includes:

Input block for wind speed.

PID controller block.

Wind turbine dynamics block.

Output block for power generation.

Figure 1 provided illustrates a control system for a wind 
turbine, focusing on key components that manage its operation. 
Here’s a concise summary of what the figure shows:

Figure1 control system.

Pitch control: Adjusts the angle of the turbine blades to optimize 
performance based on wind conditions and rotor speed.

Turbine model: Simulates the dynamics of the turbine, including how 
aerodynamic forces affect rotation. 

One mass model: Represents the rotor dynamics by treating it as a 
single mass, simplifying inertia calculations.

Speed control through torque: regulates the torque applied by the 
generator to maintain optimal rotor speed.

Generator model: Simulates the generator’s response to varying 
torque and its efficiency in converting mechanical to electrical energy.

Measurements: Collects data on parameters such as rotor speed, pitch 
angle, and power output for feedback and control adjustments.

Figure 2 illustrates the output wave of a PID controller used for 
controlling wind speed This graph provides valuable insights into the 
dynamic behavior of the system in response to disturbances.

Figure 2 wave of a PID wind speed.

https://doi.org/10.15406/iratj.2025.11.00292
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Modeling the micro-hydro turbine

System dynamics:

Define the hydraulic system dynamics, including flow rates and 
turbine characteristics.

PID and hysteresis band controller:

Implement the PID controller for speed regulation.

Develop the hysteresis band controller logic to stabilize output 
power.

Simulink model24–32

Create a Simulink model that includes:

Input block for water flow rate.

PID controller block.

Hysteresis band logic block.

Micro-hydro turbine dynamics block.

Output block for power generation.

Micro-hydro plants convert the kinetic energy of flowing water 
into electrical energy. This document outlines the modeling of a 
micro-hydro plant utilizing a synchronous machine, including key 
components and their functions.

Figure 3 Micro-hydro plants.

Figure 4 illustrates the speed control mechanisms of a wind turbine. 
Components related to wind turbine speed control. Tuning Control 
Parameters: If overshoot or settling time is excessive, consider 
tuning the controller parameters (PID gains) to improve performance.

Figure 4 speed control mechanisms of a wind turbine.

Monitoring Performance: Continuously monitor the pitch control 
signals to ensure they respond as expected under various conditions.

Figure 5 illustrates a analysis of the graph with the four variables—
wind speed, generator speed, output power, and pitch angle let’s break 
down each component and consider their interrelationships:

Figure 5 load voltages.

Wind speed

Trends: Observe how wind speed changes over time.

Cut-in Speed: Identify if the wind speed reaches the cut-in speed 
(the minimum speed at which the turbine starts generating power).

Generator speed

Response to wind speed: Analyze how quickly the generator speed 
increases in relation to changes in wind speed. A responsive generator 
indicates effective control systems.

Rated Speed: Determine if the generator speed approaches its rated 
speed as wind speed increases. Output Power:

Power curve: Check if the output power follows the expected power 
curve for the turbine. It should rise with wind speed until it reaches the 
rated capacity.

Power limitations: If output power levels off despite increasing 
wind speed, it might indicate the turbine has hit its maximum output 
capacity.

Pitch angle

Control strategy: A change in pitch angle is often used to regulate 
rotor speed and optimize power output.

Protection mechanisms: If wind speeds become too high, the pitch 
angle may be adjusted to reduce the turbine’s exposure and prevent 
damage.

Interrelationships

Wind speed & output power: As wind speed increases, output 
power should increase until the maximum capacity is reached.

Generator speed & output power: Higher generator speeds 
typically correlate with higher output power, assuming the turbine is 
optimized for those conditions.

Pitch Angle Adjustment: If the pitch angle increases in response 
to high wind speeds, it may indicate a protective measure to prevent 
overseeding of the turbine.

Figure 6 that illustrates the output wave of a PID controller used 
for controlling wind. Figure 7 is divided into three sections: the upper 
section illustrates various current components, the middle section 
shows the load currents, and the lower section displays the load 
voltages. comprehensive view of the electrical system’s performance 
across multiple phases.

https://doi.org/10.15406/iratj.2025.11.00292
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Figure 6 PID controller used for controlling wind.

Figure 7 load voltages.

Figure 8 Management of power and the application of PID control. 

Current waveforms: Similar to voltage, analyze the current 
waveforms for stability and any spikes or dips.

Phase variations: Again, if there are three current measurements, 
look for differences in phase and magnitude.

Voltage differences: This section examines the voltage differences 
between the phases. Check for any significant imbalances that could 
affect system performance.

Stability: Look for any unusual fluctuations or drops that may 
indicate issues with the supply.

Top Graph of Figure 8: This likely represents real power (in watts) 
over time. Look for overall trends and any significant spikes or drops.

Bottom Graph of figure 8: This may represent reactive power (in 
VARs) or apparent power (in VA). Similar observations apply here.

Real power (P)

Trends: Analyze the general trend of real power consumption. Is it 
consistent, or are there notable fluctuations.

Spikes: Identify any sudden increases in power that may indicate load 
changes or transient events.

Reactive Power (Q)

Fluctuations: Look for variations in reactive power that could suggest 
changes in the inductive or capacitive loads connected to the system.

Phase relationship: Consider how reactive power changes in relation 
to real power to understand overall power factor implications.

PID controllers: Proportional-Integral-Derivative (PID) controllers 
are widely recognized for their ability to enhance the dynamic response 
of turbine systems. They adjust the control inputs to minimize the 
error between the desired setpoint (rotor speed) and the actual output, 
leading to improved stability and performance. Hysteresis Band 
Controllers: These controllers provide added stability by preventing 
rapid switching of control signals, which can be especially beneficial 
under fluctuating environmental conditions. This reduces wear on 
mechanical components and enhances the lifespan of the system.

Conclusion
This paper investigates the control strategies for optimizing the 

performance of wind and micro- hydro turbines, focusing on the 
implementation of Proportional-Integral-Derivative (PID) controllers 
and hysteresis band controllers. Through simulations and, we aimed 
to enhance energy capture and stability in these renewable energy 
systems. Effectiveness of PID Control: The implementation of PID 
controllers for wind turbines demonstrated significant improvements in 
maintaining optimal rotor speed and maximizing energy output under 
varying wind conditions. The ability to dynamically adjust control 
parameters allowed for a more responsive system capable of adapting 
to fluctuations in wind speed. Hybrid Control for Micro-Hydro 
Systems: The combination of PID and hysteresis band controllers for 
micro-hydro turbines proved effective in stabilizing power output 
amidst variable water flow rates. This hybrid approach mitigated 
oscillations and enhanced the reliability of energy generation, ensuring 
a smoother integration into the energy grid. Integration of Systems: 
The exploration of coordinated control strategies for integrating wind 
and micro-hydro systems highlighted the potential for hybrid energy 
solutions. By leveraging the complementary characteristics of these 
resources, it is possible to enhance overall energy reliability and 
efficiency.

Simulation Insights: The simulations provided valuable insights 
into the dynamic behavior of both turbine systems. Performance 
metrics indicated that advanced control strategies could significantly 
improve responsiveness and stability, which are critical for real-world 
applications.

Future work
While this paper has laid the groundwork for effective control 

methodologies, further research is needed to refine these strategies 
and explore additional techniques, such as machine learning and 
adaptive control algorithms. Additionally, field testing of the proposed 
control systems will be essential to validate simulation results and 
ensure their applicability in real-world scenarios. By contributing to 
the understanding of control strategies in renewable energy systems, 
this paper supports the ongoing transition towards sustainable energy 
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solutions, ultimately aiming to enhance the viability and resilience of 
wind and micro-hydro technologies in the global energy landscape.
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