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Crime-poverty nexus: an intellectual survey

Abstract

The nexus between crime rates and poverty is overwhelming subject of forensic
science and development economics that eager to know the causal mechanism
between the two stated factors. The study conducted an intellectual survey from the
academicians of higher education institutes and asked the number of open ended
and closed ended questions about the subject matter. The study finds the numerous
factors, including lack of education, unemployment, inequitable judicious income
distribution, injustice, price hikes, inadequate health provision, etc., which are the
main antecedents of crime-poverty nexus in Pakistan. The study confirmed the
causality relationship moving in a both directions, i.e., poverty leads to crime and
crime rate leads to poverty incidence in a country, however, the strong causation and
largely supported respondents data support the poverty incidence leads to crime rate
(i.e., weighted response: 330 respondents), while small causation supports the reverse
causality (i.e., weighted response: 100 respondents) from a given survey. The results
conclude that government reforms in the form of provision of social subsidies for poor
and marginalized peoples are needed in order to reduce poverty incidence and combat
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Introduction

The relationship between crime rates and poverty incidence is
complex and multidimensional. The number of studies confirmed that
poverty leads to crime rates'® while on the reverse side, the causal
mechanism has been observed and concluded that higher crime rates
lead to poverty incidence across countries.’ '3 These studies are largely
discussed with different determinants of poverty and crime rates in
different economic settings. These studies are on the same finding
that poverty and crime interlinked with each other that affect socio-
economic and environmental factors, which influenced country’s
sustained growth in the long-run. This study is one of the initiatives to
assess crime-poverty nexus in the Pakistan’s context, as the economy
largely faced domestic and internal violence in the form of crime rates
and terrorism since last many decades.'*

Methodology

The study used social media to target the intellectuals that
have at least Master degree and associated with the universities,
higher education institutes, colleges, hospitals, civil servants, etc.
The intellectuals have an age bracket fall from minimum 22 years
to maximum 70 year. The weight is assigning to all intellectuals,
i.e., intellectuals are 10 times more productive than an illiterate
people; hence the total sample size is reached up to 350. The female
intellectuals are 120 while male intellectuals are 230 that participated
in this survey. Table 1 shows the descriptive statistics of the
respondents for ready reference.

The study asked 3 closed ended questions, which is filled by either
with ‘yes’ or ‘no’ option while asked 3 open ended questions that
asked to enlist at least 4 major factors about crime-poverty nexus in
a given country. The open and closed ended questions are as follows,
ie.,

Q.1) Does poverty incidence increases crime rate in a country?
[Yes/No]

Q.2) Does crime rate increases poverty in a country? [Yes/No]

Q.3) Enlist 4 factors that may helpful to decrease crime rate a
country?

Q.4) Enlist 4 factor that may helpful to reduce poverty incidence
in a country?

Q.5) Does government policies sufficient to reduce crime rate and
poverty incidence in a country? [Yes/No], and

Q.6) As an individual, how we may play our role to decrease crime
rates and poverty incidence in a country? [Enlist at least 4 factors].

Table | Descriptive statistics

Descriptive statistics :'Zse;i:tde:n ¢s Frequency

Gender

Male 230 65.71%

Female 120 34.29%

Age

>22,<32 110 31.42%

>32,<42 150 42.85%

>42,>52 60 17.14%

>52 30 8.59%
Results

The survey results show that 330 respondents agreed that poverty
incidence lead to crime rate in a country, while remaining 20
respondents does not agree with the statement. The 100 respondents
confirm that crime rates increases poverty incidence in a country,
while remaining 250 respondents rejected the claim and argued that
crime rates does not lead to increase poverty incidence in a country.
Figure 1 shows the causal mechanism between crime rate and poverty
in a country.

Figure 1 illustrate that causality running in both directions,
however, the respondents are invariant between the causal
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mechanism, as the survey questions ask the reverse question about
crime to poverty, and poverty to crime relationship and found that
330 intellectuals agreed the reverse causality running from poverty
to crime rates while 100 respondents agree from the crime to poverty
causality between them. The respondents suggested number of factors
that may helpful to reduce crime rates in a country, including, provision
of free education, employment generation, income equity, justice,
health provision, good governance, strong surveillance, control over
fundamentalism, accountability, social security, etc. Similarly, the
respondents suggested multiple factors that may helpful to reduce
poverty incidence in a country, including, investment in public goods,
entrepreneurial education, technical education, subsidize farmers, tax
reduction, employment generation, loans disbursement to the poor
with free interest, etc. Figure 2 shows the different factors that helpful
to reduce crime rates and poverty incidence in a country.

| Unidirectional
[100 respondents)
Reverse Causality
[330 respondents]
Figure | Causal mechanism between crime and poverty.

—[ Education ] [ Investment
_—
Debt relief

—f Equity
Free interest

J
—I Justice
Health provision

4[ Welfare

Crime Poverty |

Crime Poverty |

fource: Survey Results

Crime Reduction

Factors Poverty

Reduction

) (=

Source: Survey Results.
Figure 2 Factors affecting for crime and poverty reduction in a country.

The next question asked about whether government policies
sufficient to reduce crime rates and poverty incidence in a country. The
total 280 respondents given answer negatively while 70 respondents
agreed that government strive hard to combat poverty and crime rate
in a country. The final question is related with individual participation
in the economy by controlling poverty and crime rate. The multiple
suggestions received from the intellectuals, including, encourage
private sector investment, awareness of crime, provision of law,
open small businesses, general education on ethics, neighbourhood
networking, community networking, police networking, educate the
children, micro financing, etc.

Conclusion and policy implications

The study conducted an intellectual survey about the reduction
of crime rates and poverty incidence through a self generated
questionnaires from highly intellects people, including teaching
faculty, doctors, civil servants, etc. The results show the numerous
factors that would be helpful to reduce crime rates and poverty
incidence in a country. The main factors are provision of health,
education, equity, justice, employment, etc. The results confirmed
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that the causal relationship between the crime rates and poverty
is mutually exclusive, i.e., poverty leads to crime is rated by large
number of respondents while only 30% respondents confirmed the
causality in the reverse mode.

On the basis of survey results, the study confined the following
policy implications, i.e.,

a. Need a national action plan to control crime rates in a country.

b. Itis imperative to define and implement national priorities to take
care of our valuable resources.

c. Anti-social media campaign should be banned/control.

d. Diversification is needed in economic portfolio by transforming
agriculture to manufacturing sector to absorb disguised
unemployment.

e. Creates jobs and increase minimum wage rate legislation, and

f. Adopt progressive taxation system and ensure easy tax collection
procedure, which may spend further on the welfare of lower and
middle income class by free education, free healthcare facilities,
loaning facilities, subsidize agriculture, agriculture mechanization,
farming, etc.

These policies may helpful to reduce crime rates and poverty
incidence in a country.

Acknowledgements

None.

Conflict of interest

The authors declare there is no conflict of interest.

References

1. Sociales P. Crime as a social cost of poverty and inequality: a review
focusing on developing countries. Facets of Globalization. 2001.

2. Huang CC, Laing D, Wang P. Crime and poverty: A searchltheoretic
approach. International Economic Review. 2004;45(3):909-938.

3. Kim SW, Pridemore WA. Poverty, socioeconomic change, institutional
anomie, and homicide. Soc Sci Q. 2005;86(S1):1377-1398.

4. Mehlum H, Miguel E, Torvik R. Poverty and crime in 19th century
Germany. Journal of Urban Economics. 2006;59(3):370-388.

5. Hooghe M, Vanhoutte B, Hardyns W, et al. Unemployment, inequality,
poverty and crime: spatial distribution patterns of criminal acts in belgium,
2001-06. The British Journal of Criminology. 2010;51(1):1-20.

6. Hipp JR., Wickes R. Violence in urban neighborhoods: A longitudinal
study of collective efficacy and violent crime. Journal of Quantitative
Criminology. 2017;33(4):783-808.

7. Gorr W, Lee Y, Weisburd D, et al. Chronic and temporary crime hot spots.
In: David Weisburd, John E Eck, editors. Unraveling the crime-place
connection: new directions in theory and policy-advances in criminological
theory. New Brunswick, New Jersey, USA: Transaction Publishers;
2017:308.

8. Coccia M. Economic inequality can generate unhappiness that leads to
violent crime in society. Int J Happiness and Development. 2018;4(1):1-24.

9. Hipp JR. Income inequality, race, and place: Does the distribution of
race and class within neighborhoods affect crime rates?. Criminology.
2007;45(3):665-697.

Citation: Zaman K. Crime-poverty nexus: an intellectual survey. Forensic Res Criminol Int J. 2018;6(5):327-329.

DOI: 10.15406/frcij.2018.06.00224


https://doi.org/10.15406/frcij.2018.06.00224
https://elibrary.worldbank.org/doi/abs/10.1596/0-8213-4742-X
https://elibrary.worldbank.org/doi/abs/10.1596/0-8213-4742-X
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16900262/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16900262/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0094119006000052
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0094119006000052
https://academic.oup.com/bjc/article-abstract/51/1/1/344985
https://academic.oup.com/bjc/article-abstract/51/1/1/344985
https://academic.oup.com/bjc/article-abstract/51/1/1/344985
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10940-016-9311-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10940-016-9311-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10940-016-9311-z
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781351374354
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781351374354
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781351374354
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781351374354
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9781351374354
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3134438
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3134438
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7kw8p7hw
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7kw8p7hw
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/7kw8p7hw

Crime-poverty nexus: an intellectual survey

10.Cohen LE, Felson M. Social Change and Crime Rate Trends: A Routine
Activity Approach (1979). In: Classics in Environmental Criminology.
USA: CRC Press; 2016:203-232.

11.Kneebone E, Holmes N. Concentrated poverty in the wake of the great
recession. Brookings. 2018.

12.Enamorado T, Lopez-Calva LF, Rodriguez-Castelan C, et al. Income
inequality and violent crime: Evidence from Mexico’s drug war. Journal of
Development Economics. 2016;120:128—143.

Copyright:
©2018 Zaman 329

13.Krivo LJ, Vélez MB, Lyons CJ, et al. Race, Crime, and the Changing
Fortunes of Urban Neighborhoods, 1999-2013. Du Bois Review: Social
Science Research on Race. 2018;15(1):47-68.

14.Malik Z, Zaman K. Macroeconomic consequences of terrorism in Pakistan.
Journal of Policy Modeling. 2013;35(6):1103-1123.

Citation: Zaman K. Crime-poverty nexus: an intellectual survey. Forensic Res Criminol Int J. 2018;6(5):327-329.

DOI: 10.15406/frcij.2018.06.00224


https://doi.org/10.15406/frcij.2018.06.00224
https://www.brookings.edu/research/u-s-concentrated-poverty-in-the-wake-of-the-great-recession/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/u-s-concentrated-poverty-in-the-wake-of-the-great-recession/
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/24872
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/24872
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/24872
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0161893813000847
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0161893813000847

	Title
	Abstract
	Keywords
	Introduction 
	Methodology
	Results
	Conclusion and policy implications 
	Acknowledgements 
	Conflict of interest 
	References
	Figure 1
	Figure 2
	Table 1

