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Introduction
The family Colubridae is the largest snake family found worldwide, 

containing approximately 70 percent of all described snake species 
of the world.1 The genus Lycodon Boie, 1826 is one of the most 
widespread and species rich colubrid snakes genera comprising of 39 
described species and ranks 8th among other colubrid snake genera in 
the world.2 However, in Asia, it is the most specious genera.3 In India, 
the genera Lycodon represents fifteen species,4‒5 and particularly from 
northeast India 7 species was recorded under this genus.6‒7 Species 
of this genus are small to medium in size, crepuscular to nocturnal, 
ground dwellers having good climbing ability and feeds mainly on 
lizards, frogs and snakes.6,8‒9

In the past two decades, 14 new species have been described under 
the genera Lycodon from the mainland of Southeast Asian countries 
viz., Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, Philippines, 
Peninsular Malaysia and India.4,6,10‒18 Prior to this study, only two 
species of the genera Lycodon namely L. zara (Shaw, 1802) and 
L. aulicus (Linnaeus, 1758) was recorded from Tripura, northeast 
India.19‒20 

During faunastic survey in North Tripura district on 31st March 
2012, I came across a road killed specimen of Colubrid snake at 
Vangmoon, Jampuihills (23°58’22.12”N 92°16’46.59”E, elevation 
671m; Figure 1). The specimen was photographed and necessary 
morphological measurements were taken. Later the specimen was 
identified as Lycodon zawi Slowinski, Pawar, Win, Thin, Gyi, Oo & 
Tun, 2001 with the help of field guide7,21 and validated by similarity of 
characters using standard literature.6 The Zaw’s Wolf Snake, L. zawi 
is easily identifiable by its colour pattern from closely related species. 
This apparently forest-restricted wolf snake has a smooth-scaled with 
flattened head, distinctive patterns of narrow white bands on a brown-
black to black body, and lacks a collar band that is found in many of 
its congeners, like L. aulicus (L., 1788), L. fasciatus (Anderson, 1879) 
and L. laoensis Gunther, 1864 (Figure 1).6,8,22 The snake is endemic 
to Southeast Asia. To this date, the species is known to occur in 
Assam (Garbhanga Reserved Forest and Tinkopani Reserve Forest), 
Mizoram (Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary, Kaifung and Pachunga 
College Campus), and Meghalaya (Nongkhyllem Wildlife Sanctuary, 

Balpakram Tiger Reserve) of northeast India, and in Sagaing Division 
and Rakhine State, northern Myanmar6,8 and Lawachara National Park 
of neighboring country Bangladesh.3,23 However, the most earliest 
recorded specimens of this species was deposited in the collection of 
Zoological survey of India, Kolkata having the specimen number ZSI 
4685 was registered as L. aulicus collected from Hailakandi district of 
Assam (District headquarter location: 24.682780° N, 92.564284° E) 
on 31st March 1880 by C. H. Dreyer.8

Figure 1 Map showing the locations from where Lycodon zawi have been 
recorded: white dot indicates earlier records and red dot indicate new locality 
record form Tripura, northeast India.

In Tripura, the road killed specimen of the species was observed 
close to the degraded semi-evergreen mixed moist forests of 
Vangmoon, Jampuihills, North Tripura. The dominant vegetation 
of the habitats consists of Saraca asoca (Roxb.) Wilde, Duabanga 
grandiflora (Roxb. ex DC.) Walpers, Baccaurea sapida Muell. Arg., 
Mangifera sylvatica Roxb., Mitragyna rotundifolia (Roxb.) O. Kuntze 
trees along with under storey herbs, shrubs, epiphytes, orchids and 
patchily distributed bamboos and banana species of several kinds.24 
The Zaw’s Wolf Snake foraged along streams in evergreen forest 
below 500m elevation and feeds on skinks and geckos, which are 
abundant along streams.6
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Abstract

Lycodon zawi is reported from Tripura state, northeast India for the first time with a 
range extension of ~200km and 86km east from the nearest Indian locality Tinkopani 
RF in Upper Assam and Pachunga college campus in Mizoram, respectively. The 
species also showed ca. 586km northern most distribution from the type locality in 
Myanmar.
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The present locality record extends the known distribution of 
L. zawi in northeast India, extending its distribution approximately 
52km east from the nearest Indian locality Pachunga College Campus 
in Aizwal, Mizoram, and 67km southwest from the nearest locality 
of neighboring country Lawchara National Park, Bangladesh. The 
species also showed approximately 738km northern most distribution 
from the type locality in Myanmar (Figure 2). Evidently, the present 
distribution range of this species suggests the occurrence of the 
species in other northeastern states (Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and 
Manipur) and other localities of countries which situated to the foot 
hills of Eastern Himalayas below 1000m elevation.

Figure 2 Road killed specimen of Lycodon zawi in Vangmoon. Jampuihills, 
North Tripura. Photo credit: Joydeb Majumder.

The species is listed as Least Concern in Red List of threatened 
reptilian species.25 In Tripura, the possible threats of this species might 
be road killing as evident in this study and continuous loss of tropical 
semi-evergreen forest by the ethnic tribes for their age-old method of 
indigenous slash-and-burn cultivation which is earlier suggested by 
Majumder et al.,8 for other vertebrates of the state. 

Acknowledgments
I am indebted to Prof. B.K. Agarwala, Dept. of Zoology, Tripura 

University for their guidance. Special thanks to Dr. Koushik Majumdar, 
Dept. of Botany, Tripura University for help in plant identification.

Conflict of interest
There is no conflict of interest to declare regarding the publication 

of this paper.

References
1.	 Ahmed MF, Das A, Dutta SK. Amphibians and Reptiles of Northeast 

India: A Photographic Guide. Aaranyak, Guwahati, India; 2009. 167 p.

2.	 Daltry JC, Wuster W. A new species of wolf snake (Serpentes: Colubridae: 
Lycodon) from the Cardamon Mountains, Southwestern Cambodia. 
Herpetology. 2002;58(4):498‒504.

3.	 Dutta D, Sengupta S, Das AK, et al. New distribution of records of 
Lycodon zawi (Serpentes: Colubridae) from Northeast India. Herpetology 
Notes. 2013;6:263–265.

4.	 Gaulke M. Anew species of Lycodon from Panay Island, Philippines 
(Reptilia, Serpentes, Colubridae). Spixiana. 2002;25:85‒92.

5.	 IUCN. IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 2014.

6.	 Kabir SMH, Ahmed M, Ahmed ATA. Encyclopedia of the Flora and 
Fauna of Bangladesh. Amphibians and Reptiles, Dhaka, Asiatic Society 
of Bangladesh; 2009. 204 p.

7.	 Lanza B. A new species of Lycodon from the Philippines, with a key 
to the genus (Reptilia: Serpentes: Colubridae). Tropical Zoology. 
1999;12(1):89–104. 

8.	 Majumder J, Bhattacharjee PP, Majumdar K. Documentation of 
herpetofaunal species richness in Tripura, northeast India. Nebio. 
2012;3(1):60–70. 

9.	 Mukherjee D, Bhupathy S. A new species of Wolf snake (Serpentes: 
Colubridae: Lycodon) from Anaikatti Hills, Western Ghat, Tamil Nadu, 
India. Russian Journal of Herpetology. 2007;14(1):21‒26. 	

10.	Nath AJ, Das G, Das AK. Bamboo Based Agro-forestry for Marginal 
Lands with Special Reference to Productivity, Market Trend and 
Economy. Indian Journal of Traditional Knowledge. 2009;8:163–168.

11.	Ota H, Ross CA. Four new species of Lycodon (Serpentes: Colubridae) 
from the Northern Philippines. Copeia. 1994;1:159–174. 

12.	Pawar S, Birand A. A survey of amphibians, reptiles, and birds in Northeast 
India. Centre for Ecological Research and Conservation, Mysore; 2001. 
120 p.

13.	Pough HF, Andrews RM, Cadle JE. Herpetology. Pearson Prentice Hall, 
Upper Saddle River, NJ; 2004. 544 p.

14.	Reza AHMA. Colubrid snake Lycodon zawi (Serpentes: Colubridae) from 
Lawachara national park in Bangladesh. Russian Journal of Herpetology. 
2010;17(1):75‒77. 

15.	Sanyal DP, Dattagupta B, Gayen NC. Reptilia. State Fauna Series 7: 
Fauna of Tripura, Part I. Zoological Survey of India; 2002. p. 159–177.

16.	Siler CD, Oliveros CH, Santanan A, et al. Multilocus phylogeny reveals 
unexpected diversification in Asian wolf Snake (Genus Lycodon). 
Zoological Scripta. 2013;42(3):262‒277. 

17.	Slowinski JB, Pawar SS, Win H, et al. A new Lycodon (Serpentes: 
Colubridae) from northeast India and Myanmar (Burma). Proceedings of 
the California Academy of Sciences. 2001;52:397–405. 	

18.	http://www.reptile-database.org/

19.	Vogel G, David P. A new species of the genus Lycodon (Boie, 1826) 
from Yunnan Province, China (Serpentes: Colubridae). Bonn Zoological 
Bulletin. 2010;57(2):289–296.

20.	Vogel G, David P, Pauwels OSG, et al. A revision of Lycodon ruhstrati 
(Fischer, 1886) auctorum (Squamata: Colubridae), with the description 
of a new species from Thailand and a new subspecies from the Asian 
mainland. Tropical Zoology. 2009;22:131–182.

21.	Vogel G, Harikrishnan S. Revalidation of Lycodon hypsirhinoides 
(Theobals, 1868) from Andaman Islands (Squamata: Serpentes: 
Colubridae). Taprobanica. 2013;5(1):19–31.

22.	Vogel G, Luo J. A new species of the genus Lycodon (Boie, 1826) from 
the southwestern mountains of China (Squamata: Colubridae). Zootaxa. 
2011;2807:29–40.

23.	Vogel G, Nguyen TQ, Kingsada P, et al. A new species of the genus 
Lycodon Boie, 1826 from Laos (Squamata: Colubridae). North-Western 
Journal of Zoology. 2012;8(2):344–352.

24.	Whitaker R, Captain A. Snakes of India. Draco Books; 2004. 500 p.

25.	Zhang J, Jiang K, Vogel G, et al. A new species of the genus Lycodon 
(Squamata: Colubridae) from Sichuan province, China. Zootaxa. 
2011;2982:5–68.

https://doi.org/10.15406/bij.2018.02.00077
http://pages.bangor.ac.uk/~bss166/Publications/!Lycodon_cardamomensis.pdf
http://pages.bangor.ac.uk/~bss166/Publications/!Lycodon_cardamomensis.pdf
http://pages.bangor.ac.uk/~bss166/Publications/!Lycodon_cardamomensis.pdf
http://www.herpetologynotes.seh-herpetology.org/Volume6_PDFs/Dutta_Herpetology_Notes_Volume6_page263-265.pdf
http://www.herpetologynotes.seh-herpetology.org/Volume6_PDFs/Dutta_Herpetology_Notes_Volume6_page263-265.pdf
http://www.herpetologynotes.seh-herpetology.org/Volume6_PDFs/Dutta_Herpetology_Notes_Volume6_page263-265.pdf
http://www.iucnredlist.org/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03946975.1999.10539380
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03946975.1999.10539380
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03946975.1999.10539380
http://rjh.folium.ru/index.php/rjh/article/view/211
http://rjh.folium.ru/index.php/rjh/article/view/211
http://rjh.folium.ru/index.php/rjh/article/view/211
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.564.1866&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.564.1866&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.564.1866&rep=rep1&type=pdf
http://rjh.folium.ru/index.php/rjh/article/view/108
http://rjh.folium.ru/index.php/rjh/article/view/108
http://rjh.folium.ru/index.php/rjh/article/view/108
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/zsc.12007
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/zsc.12007
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/zsc.12007
http://agris.fao.org/agris-search/search.do?recordID=US201300067052
http://agris.fao.org/agris-search/search.do?recordID=US201300067052
http://agris.fao.org/agris-search/search.do?recordID=US201300067052
http://www.reptile-database.org/
http://zoologicalbulletin.de/BzB_Volumes/Volume_57_2/289_296_BzB57_2_Vogel_Gernot_and_David_Patrick.PDF
http://zoologicalbulletin.de/BzB_Volumes/Volume_57_2/289_296_BzB57_2_Vogel_Gernot_and_David_Patrick.PDF
http://zoologicalbulletin.de/BzB_Volumes/Volume_57_2/289_296_BzB57_2_Vogel_Gernot_and_David_Patrick.PDF
http://www.fupress.net/index.php/tropicalzoology/article/view/4912
http://www.fupress.net/index.php/tropicalzoology/article/view/4912
http://www.fupress.net/index.php/tropicalzoology/article/view/4912
http://www.fupress.net/index.php/tropicalzoology/article/view/4912
https://tapro.sljol.info/articles/abstract/10.4038/tapro.v5i1.5657/
https://tapro.sljol.info/articles/abstract/10.4038/tapro.v5i1.5657/
https://tapro.sljol.info/articles/abstract/10.4038/tapro.v5i1.5657/
http://www.mapress.com/zootaxa/2011/f/z02807p040f.pdf'
http://www.mapress.com/zootaxa/2011/f/z02807p040f.pdf'
http://www.mapress.com/zootaxa/2011/f/z02807p040f.pdf'
http://biozoojournals.ro/nwjz/content/v8n2/nwjz.121134.Vogel.pdf
http://biozoojournals.ro/nwjz/content/v8n2/nwjz.121134.Vogel.pdf
http://biozoojournals.ro/nwjz/content/v8n2/nwjz.121134.Vogel.pdf
http://www.mapress.com/zootaxa/2011/f/z02982p068f.pdf
http://www.mapress.com/zootaxa/2011/f/z02982p068f.pdf
http://www.mapress.com/zootaxa/2011/f/z02982p068f.pdf

	Title
	Keywords
	Introduction 
	Acknowledgments 
	Conflict of interest 
	References 
	Figure 1
	Figure 2

