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Abstract

The treatment given to women’s issues in newspapers gained wide attention these days.
The coverage of issues pertaining to women’s rights and violations have attained a new
significance in mainstream English dailies. In a male-dominated and patriarchal society,
women deem fit to have been relegated to secondary positions both in professional and
domestic surroundings. The newspaper readers judge the status of women in society
through the words, facts, and materials incorporated by the newspapers. This paper is an
attempt to qualitatively analyze the framing of news from a women’s rights paradigm as
covered by the newspapers under study. The framing analysis of the selected pieces of the
news items covered by the identified newspaper shows that the press seems to have covered
the issues related to women and atrocities meted against them, but the portrayal of women
appears to have been sensational and captivating as a whole. The exploration of women’s
achievements in multiple fields viz. financial stability, women entrepreneurship, women’s
self-help groups, etc. need to be highlighted by the newspapers rather depicting them as a
consumable object and showcasing their beauty rather professing their strength.
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Introduction

Every individual, as a human being, is entitled to certain rights that
are not dependent on their sex, ethnicity, colour, race, language, age,
religion, political or other beliefs, national or social origin, property,
economic status, disability, birth or other factors. These individual
human rights are inalienable in that they cannot be taken away,
desecrated or given away.

On the contrary, the single most important obstacle to media
freedom in India and elsewhere is the failure to recognize the role
played by independent journalism in the creation, nourishment, and
achievement of sustainable development goals (SDG).

As far as women’s rights are concerned, awareness is the focal
point to promote the rights of women. The citizens must be able to
celebrate achievements and successes. Media have a role to play in
reporting good examples of tolerance, peace, and respect for women’s
rights. Women in India continue to be underrepresented in news
coverage and are often stereotypically portrayed.

Women in the news are mostly featured in stories about domestic
violence, sexual harassment, rape, rape-cum-murder, dowry death
than in stories about their professional abilities and expertise. Women
in politics are similarly sidelined. Journalists often tend to focus on
the love and affair angle of the professionally active women’s life
rather than her struggle or achievement to have become a successful
woman in society. Women deem fit to be considered more for their
beauty and glamour in Hindi film industry and sports rather than
their strength, brilliance, and intelligence. Further, the political and
economic success stories are predominantly covered about men, while
women are supposed to be left into lurch when covering such stories
by journalists in India.

In view of the fact that there are a revolutionary change and growth
in every sphere of life and mainly in the communication and media

world, media, today, plays a decisive role in the development of
society. Thus, the role of media in the protection of women’s rights
cannot be ignored or minimized. Media is a communicator of the
public. Today its role extends not only to giving facts as news but it
also analyses and comments on the facts and thus shapes the views of
the people. Today, the impact of media on society is beyond doubt and
debate. Politically active women are often disparaged and stereotyped
by the media. Therefore, an adequate, in-depth and quality coverage
of women’s issues need a phenomenal change and the victimhood of
women need to be revamped in media reporting.

The media has been setting social, political economic and even
cultural agenda for the nation. With the advent of satellite channels,
its impact has become even sharper and deeper. With twenty-four
hours news-channels, people cannot remain neutral to and unaffected
by what the channels are serving day and night. It is, therefore, of
paramount importance that the media plays an important and ethical
role at all levels and in all parts of the country and the world.

Media can play a major role in protecting and promoting women’s
rights in the country. It can make people aware of the need to promote
certain values in the cause of women’s rights. As women seem to
have been given short shrift in media, the inclusion of women’s issues
in the mainstream slot should be the minimum common agenda for
the media. The media can perform this role in different ways. It can
make people aware of women’s rights, expose its violations and focus
attention on people and areas in need of the protection of women’s
rights and pursue their case until they achieve them. Media can also
give publicity to individuals and organizations, which are engaged
in securing women’s rights. This will encourage as well as motivate
others to do similar work. Media can inform and educate the people
of their rights and suggest ways and means by which they can solve
their problems and thus empowering them to protect their rights.
Since media plays the role of communication between the state and
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the public, it can also play an effective role in making the authorities
aware of their duties towards recognizing and securing women’s
rights.

Media’s role is reporting, analyzing and commenting these days.
It faces a challenge in playing the role in protecting women’s rights
in the world. While playing this new role, there is a risk of its misuse.
For that self-regulation is the need of the hour. Journalists should set
‘Lakshman Rekha’ while reporting women’s rights violations. The
main aim before the journalists should be to give facts but not in a
manner and with the purpose to create sensation and to arouse the
sentiments of the people. Projection and language should be decent
and civilized while covering women’s rights issues. Journalists should
not add insult to inquiry while covering news on rape and sexual
assault against women. Media should refrain from giving statements
and pictures that are flaring. Since media is the mirror of the society,
proper care should be taken while reporting women’s issues, especially
issues related to violence and sexual abuse against women, so that the
mirror may not become hazy.! While reporting women’s violations,
the media should not get influenced by authorities. It should look deep
into the problem and provide solutions. Mere reporting of the facts is
not enough; it should give reasons of the problem and the nature of the
violations and then give solutions.

Review of literature

An attempt has been made in this section to review the available
literature on women’s rights with a view to examining the different
standpoints and views adopted by various scholars and experts.
Martin?> examined the issues of sexual violence, domestic violence,
and sex trafficking in media portrayals. The researcher employed
content analysis technique on six film releases, two for each of the
topics and reviewed the prevalence of myths, stereotypes, victim
portrayal, perpetrator portrayal in each of the films. He found that
the portrayal of myths categorically varied in each of the films. The
most common themes kept in the movies was the ineptitude of the
criminal justice system to successfully intervene and aid victims.
Another commonly occurring theme was that victims must escape
their abusers individually, without the aid of social services or the
criminal justice system. Sanbonmatsu® (n.d.) in the inventory and
collected articles examined the length and breadth of sexist media
coverage during the 2008 U.S presidential campaign of Democratic
challenger Hillary Clinton and Republican vice presidential nominee
Sarah Palin. The researcher got to know that it can potentially increase
public skepticism about a woman’s fitness to serve as President or
Vice President of the United States. The media coverage of Clinton
and Palin centered on common stereotypes of corporate women
(e.g., “sex object” “mother” “pet/cheerleader” and “iron maiden”). In
moving forward, Cardin and Winfrey suggest that the media and the
campaigns of female presidential candidates must attack sexism early
to deter its negative influence. Moreover, scholars must educate the
public about the prevailing gender stereotypes that took place during
the 2008 Presidential campaign if the United States is ever to elect a
female President or Vice President.

99 ¢

Linstrom & Marais* made it clear that qualitative news frame
analysis can be done to achieve various media research purposes.
They asserted that news frame analysis poses pertinent questions to
those involved in the manufacturing and dissemination of news. The
article is aimed at providing a step in this direction by attempting to
provide a methodology for conducting a basic qualitative news frame
analysis. In this context, the researchers mentioned various framing
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devices viz. written/grammatical and technical devices like elements
of news writing, layout, visuals, etc. to achieve better results while
conducting qualitative analysis in the field of journalism. Russo &
Pirlott® highlighted new conceptualizations, methodological issues,
and pertinent findings related to gender-based violence against women.
The researchers identified cultural factors through media images
that may increase women’s risk for violence, and profiles a host of
negative physical, mental, and behavioral health outcomes associated
with victimization including unwanted pregnancy and abortion. They
further noted that gender-based violence takes multiple forms and is
rooted in patriarchal social structures and cultural roles of women and
men, and is reinforced by media images.

Importance of the study

i. Today, due to the globalization of services, information, and labour
— the media holds a powerful and robust role in communication.

ii. In the arena of communication, it is journalists who serve as
the main actors in reporting the world’s events and conveying
valuable information pertaining to women’s rights.

iii. Journalists hold the power to determine what news is and to
construct stories and select words in ways that affect women’s
prestige.

iv. The news carries the ability to inform the public, to connect
remote worlds, and to shape an individual’s knowledge and
understanding of the world s/he lives in. The content of the news
has the opportunity to increase public awareness, to educate
the public on their rights, and, above all, to help in monitoring
women’s rights.

v. Any discussion about how the media communicate women’s
rights, or how different players use the media as a vehicle,
requires an examination of what information the media pick up
and how it is treated.

vi. Through bringing together multiple perspectives by conducting
qualitative framing analysis, it can create the potential for a more
knowledgeable, well-rounded and aware public. This increased
awareness can lead to a stronger civil society and a more active
population.

Objectives of the study

i. To collect news contents, explore headlines and interpret the
selected data for qualitative analysis;

ii. To evaluate news media reporting on women’s rights issues by
applying qualitative framing analysis;

iii. To conduct an in-depth analysis of the impact laid down by
media and mainstream English National daily on the society and
government as a whole in curbing women’s rights violations and
evoking such issues;

iv. To find out the media’s capacity to provide accurate, reliable and
timely information on women’s rights issues are at the heart of
this research work;

v. To examine the process of reporting on women'’s rights news by
mainstream National English daily;

vi. To inspect print media reporting on portrayal of women — beauty
versus strength.
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Hypotheses

i. The mainstream National English daily generally covers news
related to women by mixing sensational angle in it and presenting
women as a consumable object.

ii. The framing of news on women is stereotyped and patriarchal
rather than professionally sound and positively engrossing.

iii. The portrayal of women in print media sensationalize the issues
rather than giving procedural coverage to them.

iv. The newspaper prioritizes women’s issues in accordance with
their specific agenda.

v. The tonality of new coverage in print media present women as a
product rather than a human being.

Research methodology

The methodology adopted in the study is the qualitative framing
analysis and the universe or population is the news published in the
mainstream National English daily depicting women’s rights issues
and its violations occurred between 01* January to 31% May 2017.

The qualitative analysis of news stories lends credibility to the
cognitive thoughts for a piece of writing in the newspaper. The signi-
fying elements of the newspaper and the meanings interpreted by the
readers within the story may differ and the job of the researcher is to
connect between the semantic differences of the news story and inter-
pretation of the reader to produce qualitative results of the news story.

To a greater extent, the principal objective of carrying out the qual-
itative analysis was to find out this information — the tone and style of
reporting of The Hindu while covering women s issues and the frames
incorporated by the paper to cover such issues.

Qualitative framing analysis of the selected news
items published in the hindu

Keeping in view the qualitative portrayal of news stories related
to women’s rights, the news stories published in mainstream English
dailies will be critically examined to assess the kind of treatment
would be given to women’s rights issues.

Bengaluru; night of horror: This editorial was published on 5
January 2017 in The Hindu containing victim frame. The headline
itself manifests that ‘mass molestation’ of a girl on new year’s event
kept the country’s glory in dark for a while. The mass gathering of the
revelers made several attempts to sexually abuse a girl during new
year’s celebrations at Bengaluru. Likewise, another girl who was on
her way to her home had been molested on the streets. By including
these two stories from women’s point of view portrays paper’s positive
slant towards women. On the contrary, Karnataka Home Minister G.
Parameshwara blamed the western culture proclaiming that women
attract to be molested and sexually abused by cladding themselves
in western attire which shows the minister’s narrow-minded thoughts
toward women. On the other hand, the paper has stood firmly keeping
in mind its national repute and socialistic approach. The newspaper
also focused on the existing and amended laws to curb sexual violence
and cited that the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 passed over
national outrage over the Delhi gang rape of December 16, 2012,
had sought to bring clarity to the continuum of sexual offences and
to simplify procedures for women to bring them to the attention of
police. The movement of women during the night or mid at night has
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been becoming a scourge and when a lawmaker publicly announces
that wearing western clothes will provoke molestation in society, there
is a lot to be done for the safety and security of women in the country.

Jharkhand university VC accused of sexual harassment: The
news item was covered by The Hindu on 13 May 2017 encompassing
oppressor frame. This was a six-column story on sexual harassment
against women. A Professor who belongs from a Scheduled Tribe
community of Central University of Jharkhand (CUJ) accused the
Vice-Chancellor of molesting her and she had lodged an FIR under
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989, along with Sections 354D (stalking a woman), 120B
(criminal conspiracy) and 509 (word, gesture or act intended to
insult the modesty of a woman). The woman Professor also blamed
in her written complaint that VC obstructed her research work by
deliberately delaying due processes concerning with her research
proposals. The university registrar, on behalf of the vice-chancellor,
denied all the allegations made by the ST woman Professor and
termed it as “baseless.” The reporter did not bother to inspect this
event-based story and merely took inputs form her corresponding
colleague. Though the reporter tried to include the statements from
both sides, the victim as well as oppressor, but the accuracy of the
story prima facie lacks fairness as the reporter did not make a ground
reporting of the incident.

Former Maoist’s daughter to represent India in volleyball: This
is a by-line news story covered appeared in The Hindu on 17 May
2017. The story contains three columns on women empowerment.
A 15-year-old daughter of an erstwhile Maoist had been selected to
represent the country in an international volleyball tournament held in
China. Shireesa, the daughter of Chelamma Karami, a former Maoist
cadre in Malkangiri district in Odisha, was selected for the under-18
national volleyball team. Shireesa attributed all credit to her mother
for such a glaring achievement. Now, Shireesa is considered as the
flagbearer of change for the entire region as in spite of belonging from
a former Maoist’s family she surpassed the societal hurdles to achieve
her cherished goal. This is a positive news item covered by the paper
which encompasses a pragmatic frame. But, the reporter made contact
on phone while reporting the story and did not touch the place to feel
the pulse of the news. Therefore, the ground reporting might have put
some more pertinent facts than it explored (Table 1).

Table | Selected News Stories for Qualitative Framing Analysis on Women
by the Hindu in 2017

S. Date/ Human Content

Headline Column . . Frame
no. Page rights issue category
Bengaluru;
| night of San- | Sﬁaxual Editorial Victim
10 Violence
horror
Jharkhand
university
13 Sexual
2 VC accused May/06 6 Violence News Oppressor
of sexual
harassment
Former
Maoist’s
3 daughterto 17 3 Women’s News Pragmatic
represent May/6 Empowerment
India in
volleyball
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Findings & suggestions

i. The editorial policy of The Hindu had been remained intact in
terms of evaluating each and every angle of the incident, event or
happenings pertaining to molestation against women.

ii. The achievement of a female teenager in the field of sports
belonging from distant and segregated part of the country had
been minutely highlighted by the paper. The performance and
success stories of such girls should be captured through ground
reporting instead of telephonic communication.

iii. News related to the molestation and harassment against women
found more prominence compared to other women’s rights issues.
Therefore, the procedural coverage of their professional heights
and achievements in sports, entrepreneurship, business, and other
sectors is required to be covered on certain intervals.

iv. The issues related to trafficking in women and dowry death had
not been on the news agenda in the selected newspaper under
study.

v. The Hindu downplayed sensationalist approach while covering
stories related to sexual violence. On the negative side, the paper
tried to sensationalise some of the stories on women for increasing
its readership in a commercially driven media environment.

vi. The results had demonstrated that the selected newspaper
covered slightly differed news stories and framed such stories in
accordance with the paper’s ideological slanting.

vii. As the paper is popular for encompassing equal inclination for
all the communities beyond any caste, creed, group or language,
investigative coverage on women'’s rights violations is required to
be on the agenda of the newspaper under study.

Suggestions for further research

The study of qualitative framing analysis of The Hindu may
benefit governmental organizations and authorities to understand
the ideology of the newspaper in relation to women’s issues. The
coverage of women’s issues by the newspaper will provide ingredient
to competent authorities to acknowledge the issues of women which
may pave the way to stitch up policies for the uplift of women.
Further, the mainstream English newspapers are considered as the
agenda-setter for women'’s rights issues, the government officials who
are thought to be the proponent of several developmental schemes
essentially read English newspapers. Therefore, the comparative
analysis of the mainstream English dailies may also prove detrimental
to acknowledge the policies and pattern of the newspapers to cover
issues related to women’s rights and their infringements.
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Appendix
The news stories used for qualitative framing analysis

Bengaluru’s night of horror. (2017, January 5). Sexual Violence,
The Hindu, p. 10.

Jharkhand university V-C accused of sexual harassment. (2017,
May 13). Sexual Violence, The Hindu, P. 6.

Former Maoist’s daughter to represent India in volleyball. (2017,

May 17). Women Empowerment, The Hindu, p. 6.
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