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God made us to know, love and serve Him in this world so we
could be with Him in the next.

—Baltimore Catechism

To read this book is to be astounded at the courage of Catholics.
But first, a brief digression from martyrdom to cowardice. Described
is Alfred Rosenberg as the chief “theologian™ for Adolf Hitler.
Rosenberg’s job was to rephrase the New Testament into pro-Nazi
ideas. Reading about Rosenberg made me think of many of today’s
non-martyr bishops and priests, including many Vatican H deformers.
Those bishops and priests who march to the contemporary tune of
the liberal press and media would clearly have groveled for Hitler.
Such is the case for those who make nice by selling their soul. One
cannot read this book without realizing what a despicable lot so many
of our bishops, priests and other leaders (McBrien, Curran,Mahony,
Weaklan—none ever confused with Stepinac of Yugoslavia,
Mindzenty of Hungary, Popicluszko of Poland or Agostino el Nur of
Sudan). Unable to face down the mega press and media by remaining
faithful to Rome, most liberal bishops and priests have confused
“loving your enemies” with “sycophantic toadyism,” or maybe it is
just cowardice. (It cannot be ignorance because they all know what
Rome expects of them.) Just call them “Rosenbergers.” The worst
thing about Catholics is “bad Catholics.”

Robert Royal’s book, Catholic Martyrs of the 20th Century (New
York: Crossroads, 2000), is not about them. In contrast, almost all of
this book describes what real bishops, real priests, as real Catholics
did during the persecutions in Mexico, Spain, France, Ukraine, Soviet
Russia, Nazi Germany, Albania, Romania, China, Africa, Korea,
Eastern and Central Europe, Sudan and any Islamic country. To
read The Catholic Martyrs of the 20th Century is to be embarrassed
and mortified. The incredible heroism and faithfulness makes one
shrink to minuteness. One quivers with guilt-ridden empathy at what
those men and women did—the thousands of priests, nuns and laymen
(male and female) who stood up for their faith against outrageous
assaults and terrible tortures in the 20th Century.

There is Father Miguel Pro courageously proclaiming “Viva Cristo
Rey” (“Long Live Christ the King”) at his firing squad execution. He
was one of the thousands of priests and religious Catholic supporters
who were murdered during the 80 years of secular suppression
in Mexico during which the American government supported the
murderous tyrannical Federales but denied support to the suffering
Catholics.

The story of the youth Nijole Sadunaite of Lithuania demonstrates
pre-Vatican II at its best and the Soviets at their worst.

A nun in Soviet Russia proclaims during her tortures: “I am a
Catholic and I boast of it—a Dominican and proud! You have no
right to condemn me for this because God is not head of a political
party and because the teachings of Jesus Christ are not a political
program, but a program of love and mercy?’
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The sheer number of Soviet imprisonments is staggering and it
included many Catholics. By 1934, the 3,300 Catholic churches and
2,000 chapels on Russian soil had been reduced to two active churches,
primarily meant to serve foreigners as a public demonstration that
Catholicism supposedly existed in Russia. The Catholic population
along the Black Sea of 200,000 disappeared. Estimates of the number
of prisoners overall in the Soviet Union begin at 19 million and at least
40% died as a minimum number. Catholic monasteries were replaced
in the Solovetski Islands by Russian camps consecrating these once
sacred islands as a massive Catholic burial ground.

In 1941, 250,000 religious people were killed by the Soviets as
they retreated when the Nazis invaded Ukraine. When the Nazis
arrived, their extermination began where the Soviets left off. The
Nazis were more anti-Catholic than anyone ever realized. More than
8,000 priests were killed by the Nazis with thousands incarcerated in
camps. Father Andrew Graft Sheptytskyi, of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church, worked against the Nazis in the 1940s to maintain a Church
independent of any worldly power. He protested to Hitler about the
Gestapo and protected persecuted Jews. When he visited towns and
villages where Jews were living, the Jews greeted him by carrying the
Scrolls as a sign of their respect. Sister Maria Restituta was a nurse-
nun arrested after the doctor in her operating room accused her of
“dangerous language?’ meaning she expressed some opposition to
Naziism. After 8 months of abuse, she remained openly faithful: “I
live for Christ and I die for Christ.” So they took her out and shot her.
Often the camps heard the following command: “Jews and priests” are
to do this or that or to fall out of their columns for special unpleasant
treatment. “Jews and priests” were always coupled together because
in the eyes of camp authorities, one could not be worse than to be a
Jew or a priest—or a committed Catholic. Over 3 million Polish
Catholics died at Auschwitz before it was used for the murder
of Jews. The response from Pope Pius XI’s 1937 encyclical Mit
Brennender Sorge, was greeted with such suppression by the Nazis
that the good Pope could only say: “There is but one alternative
left, that of heroism?’ I suspect that half of the American bishops
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(“Rosenbergers”?) do not know what he was talking about. Then there
is German Bishop Clemens August von Galen exhorting all to struggle
against the Nazis. During a sermon about protecting children from the
Nazis, someone stood up and shouted out, “What right does a celibate,
without wife or children, have to talk about the problems of youth and
marriage?” Von Galen wittingly reposted: “Never will I tolerate in this
cathedral any negative reflection on our beloved Fuhrer!”

Then there is Franz Jagerstatter, who wanted nothing to do with
“the Nazi gang.” They tortured him and used the guillotine having him
face up to watch the blade at his death. Knowing right from wrong,
knowing truth, oneness, good and beauty, he could do that. Pathetic
that so many of our clergy, bishops, leaders and lay people do not But
the actual number of the thousands of Catholic priests, nuns and
laymen murdered by the Nazis will never be known.

After World War II, the Soviets once again took over murdering
Catholics. There is Joseph Slippyi, Ukrainian Bishop, who was sent
from one Soviet Gulag to another for years of incredibly hard camp
life, torture and suffering—his strength was such that the Soviets
laughably tried to tempt him in 1959 with an offer to make him the
Orthodox Patriarch of Moscow if he agreed to break with Rome. He
preferred to stay in the Gulag and in exile. By 1949, the Ukrainian
Catholic Church, with 4 dioceses, 8 bishops, 2,772 parishes, 4,119
churches and chapels, 142 monasteries and chapels, 2,628 diocesan
priests, 164 monks, 773 nuns, 229 seminarians and over 4 million lay
people, was liquidated or disbursed and all Catholicism was gone. At
the same time, the Uniates of Ukraine (who were part of the Roman
Catholic Church) lost at least ten million dead to the Soviets.

In 1896, the Turks massacred Christians in the vicinity of a
Trappist Monastery in Algeria. Over 140,000 Christians died within a
few months by the order of the Sultan. In one town, 4,500 Christians
died in two days.

The saintly Charles D. Foucald himself was murdered by a 15
year old Islamic madman. (The inability of Islamic people to tolerate
anyone different from themselves is an incontrovertible sign of
inferiority, if not satanism.)

Spain was the site of new catacombs of the 20th century. British
historian Hugh Thomas is quoted: “At no time in the history of
Europe, or even perhaps of the world, has so passionate a hatred of
religion and all its works been shown.” He was referring, of course,
to the Spanish Republicans supported by the communists (and
Americanliberals) against Franco (who was not a fascist regardless
of liberal idiotic statements to the contrary). The Spanish Civil War
resulted in the death of over 6,800 priests and religious, 13 bishops,
and probably 800,000 Catholic laymen. Liberal Americans still
celebrate their despicable role in all this.

Catholics and other Christians in Asian countries were incredibly
faithful and martyr-like in overwhelming numbers. The chapter called
“The Chinese Carnage” begins in 1900 with the Boxer Rebellion
when the number of bishops, priests, nuns and lay people killed in
China duplicated the number killed in Armenia by the Turks at about
the same time. That is, scores of bishops, hundreds of priests and nuns
and tens of thousands of Catholics brutally murdered. These numbers
were to pale in 1948, when ten times that many would be killed by the
Chinese communists.

In the last decade of the 20th Century, the Islamic government of
the Sudan has murdered over 2 million Catholics and other Christians
and probably enslaved as many. Agostino el Nur, a catechist in Sudan
was tortured for four months: nails were driven into his head, his
beard was pulled out, he was cut with a knife and his genitals were
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mutilated with pliers and he was crucified for 24 hours, tied to poles,
while lighted cigarettes were put in his ears. Muslims openly threaten:
“Convert to Islam or die like Christ.”

Robert Royal states:

There is no other group of victims throughout history who so
consistently faced terrifying ends with calm hope and sincerely
forgave their persecutors. Martyrs rarely ever assume the posture of
moral superiority toward their executioners—people that most of us
would regard as inhuman monsters. The martyrs are aware of the evil
in themselves and the redemption that has come to them from outside
the usual human darkness. By the specific dynamics of martyrdom,
the desire for vengeance and sense of superiority are ruled out at the
beginning (Pg. 389).

Martyrdom comes with Christian joy if one is faithful to the One
True Fold (“Rosenbergers” need not apply).

The story of the martyrdom and persecution of Catholics in the
20th century dwarfs all others. What is amazing is the reason for
such. The overwhelming question is “Why?” And the answer is that
the transcendental commitment of genuine Roman Catholicism as
instilled by good bishops and priests convey a matter, identity, truth,
oneness, good and beauty enraging to those who cannot do the same.
Preaching the transcendentals makes for conflicts with all those unable
to follow. The hatred in those who would injure and kill Catholics is a
contortion of their unconscious knowing it is impossible to be like real
Catholics—to be oyous in the grasp of the hand of God by doing all
for a higher value because one is in the Body of Christ, a member of
the One True Fold and marching in transcendental freedom. Catholics
preach: “We have Loving Truth; there is sin; join us, repent and he
free, for God’s sake.” The hateful anti-Catholics say: “We have hate;
since we cannot be like you, join us or die.”

In the rough sea of life, the Church plods slowly as a solid edifice
afloat and a haven for those who climb aboard...a Salvation Church,
a Rescue Vessel. Perpetually, the creaky old, sworn at, besieged,
constantly leaking, perpetually ruined, always sinking barque, no
bone in its teeth, the Roman Catholic Church, with never less than
one-twelfth of its crew in mutiny or incompetent, always enviously
rejected with brutal intrusion of violent evil from those unable to
accept her eternal basics, just keeps plowing along in the one direction
flow of the Divine Substance, rescuing anyone who reaches out a
hand, collecting sinners who have finally realized they have intrinsic
value and worth in the sight of God and can return to Him in a plan
of salvation.

No doubt, this is bewildering to those who would hate Catholics
and the Church. But that too is because they are enraged that they
are unable to be like genuine committed Catholics. (It is an overly
compensated inferiority problem with reaction formation: They
resent Catholic standards; they deny sin; and they deny Catholic
achievements, all of which their unconscious wants to identify with.
This is an example of most spontaneous hate: The hateful cannot
tolerate anyone different so they demand all to be the same; i.e., like
“them” when, in the unconscious, their deepest want is to be able to
be like those hated).

Postscript

My review of Catholic martyrdom was begun before discovering
Robert Royal’s The Catholic Martyrs of the 20th Century. 1 started
this analysis several years before because of the increasingly frequent
special consideration given to documented victims such as survivors
and relatives of those in the Nazi Holocaust and those related to slaves
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of over 150 years ago. In fact, there has been an unspoken victimhood
contest between the black and the Jewish communities for some
time wherein victimhood is used for monetary extortion as well as
psychological exploitation by “untouchable,” “poor-us,” “don’t tread
on me” intimidation.

However, a factual description of the persecution of Catholics
reveals that the Church lost more people and property to the Nazis than
Jews ever did. Furthermore, slavery achieves a different perspective
when one compares the deaths of 14 million black slaves by Muslims
over 14 centuries (such that there are very few blacks left in Muslim
countries) to the healthy legacy of 12 million black slaves in the west
over four centuries (For example, of approximately 500,000 blacks
imported into the United States to be slaves, 35 million exist today in
the United States).

The Roman Catholic Church indeed is the most persecuted
organization in history. if a victimhood contest is desired for
propaganda and self aggrandizement purposes, the Church can even
rightfully say it is second to none and that the persecution goes on
today even in the United States. While not as brutal as described in this
article, the documentation of anti-Catholicism can be readily obtained
from the Catholic League of Religious and Civil Liberties. If any
group demands or believes reparations are due because of persecution
and mistreatment, the Roman Catholic Church should be first in line.
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For what the Church deserves reparations is readily documented.
Inspite of its obvious persecution in the United States, the Catholic
Church educates over 2.6 million students annually at a cost of $10
billion dollars saving Americans 18 billion dollars; the Church also
provides 230 universitiesand colleges and 637 hospitals. The Church
provides for the poor and deprived over $2.3 billion dollars annually.
Lesser but significant contributions have been ongoing for200 years
in the United States. For all the Church has done for all countries
everywhere, every country owes it a huge amount of reparations.

In spite of persecution ongoing today in more subtle ways than
overt martyrdom the barque of St. Peter continues. Jealous, thinking
they cannot do it, the persecutors will always be there. But to them
and to all those who hate the Church, I say: “Study the Church and
find out the truth and love contained therein. Convert. You too can do
it! Stop the persecution! You too can do it! You will find no greater
Joy!”

Finally, a specific set of educational materials needs to be
disseminated about the facts of historical anti-Catholic persecution.
These materials should be mandatory for all schools, public and
private. A museum is needed in Washington, DC. Public monies
must be allocated factually to clarify the persecution of Catholics
throughout the centuries. There is a precedent for such.
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Muslins aware almst of the pathetic ecomnic, social and podlitical oustcomes of their
beliels, nqmmmuﬂu-w“h;mwrmm,mmumm
says that their Western words do not mean 2 damn thing
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GO0 1 1000

Muslims invade and conguer Asia Minor, the Holy Lind and all of Africa. The
crusades begin in 1095 (and end in 1683). In 922, the Muslim mystic al Hallay
was decapitated for preaching that Allah was a loving Gasl: the condemmation was
because he anributed the human seatiment of kove 1o God.  OF course the human
semtiment of violence s welcomed withoul repurcassions unbess one resists i
Castialiies:  Millons

TO0 1 709

Jewish communitics in Spain invite Muslims to cross the sirais of Gibraliar and
aid in Muslines conguecring all of Span Casualues: Hundreds of Thousands

Soldiers of Mohammed descend on Rome and destroy 51, Peter’s Basilica and St
Paul's Outside the Wall.
Casualties: Tens of Thousands

1100

By 1100, every Christian institution in Jerusalem and the Holy Land had been
ravaged and destroyed by Muslims, In the 12ih century, afier § centuries of
Muslim conquering, the nonprovocative ancient Christian communitics sought
help and the crusaders were formed 1o reestablish safety for pilgrims and others
who wanted 10 visil and remain in traditional Christian lands.

1169 1o 1193

Muslim leader Saladin becomes master of Egypt amd reconguers the Holy Land
from the crusaders. Casualiies: Hundreds of Thousands

1237 10 1242

Mongol hordes invade Prussia, Poland, Eastern Furope and the Holy Lands
Casualties: Hundreds of Thousands

1240

From the 800°s 1o 1240, the Vikings and the Dancs were rampant pagans killing
and rampaging until both groups were defeated by Alfred of England
Casualties: Hundreds of Thousands

1240

Mongols march into Russia, Ukraine and Hungary. They persisied wntil 1242
when Mongolian leaders withdrew bocause of domestic ruler problems in their
homeland

Casualties: Hundreds of Thousands

Mameluks or Janissarics defeat the Mongols and the crusaders again.  Janissarics
were the extremely well trained Caucasians taken from Eastern Europe every §
years when the Muslims would come in and inspect all 7 year old boys
kidnapping the ones they thought would make good mercinary slaves for Islam

Casualties: Tens of Thousands

The Eastern Orthodox Church funds and perpetrates the genocidal murder of
French Catholics in Sicily -+ every French sdult and child including French
children in utero of Sicilian women, were killed

Casualtics: Ters of Thousands

1291

Telamic Mameluks destroy the Catholic knights and crusaders known as the
Templars destroying all Catholic presence in the Holy land
Casualties: Hundreds of Thousands

The whwole of Western Asia Minor is conguered by Muslims seiring all valuable
propeny belongimg o Chnstians. holding them subservient unbess converting 1o
Istam, The Ottoman Empire was 1o last for 600 years and the lands evangelized
by St. Paul were brutally uncivilized once again and put into an irrational anti-
scientilic stagnant siale.

Casuzlues: Hundreds of Thousands

1306w 1683

The Ouioman Turks conguer Asia Minor, Cyprus, Grocee, Genmany aind Turkey
Islamic invasion emds with the defieat of the Ouoman Turks in Vienna in 1683
Casualiies: Hundreds of Thousands

1443

Muslims sack Nice destroying much of it killing mos of the men, selling women
and children 1o slavery.  They did this for decades along the coast of laly.

Casualties: Hundreds of Thousands

1453

The Muslims conguer C inople.  Hap Sophia was converted 1o a mosque
with every hint of Christianity destroyed except the aliar which

was lefl standing 1o remain barren o this day. The city was renamed Istanbul
Mok 4 1l sacked C inople for 3 days as he had promised his men,
Over 4,000 Christians were killed. More than $0,000 others were scized, with all
but a few survivors were emlaved.

Casualties: Tens of Thousands

1480

Russia-Ivan [1 - stamped out freedom in education and atiempied (o destroy
Catholicism by incorporating the Orthadox Russian Church into ihe governmen,
Casaualtics: Tens of Thousands

1480

The Turks assault the City of Otranto a1 the southern tip of Italy, capturing
22,000 people and selling them 1o slavery and killing 12,000, Every cleric in the
City was killed and the Archbishop was sawed in two.

Casualiics: Tens of Thousands

1480

The Onoman Turks finished their conquest in Grecce. the Balkans and the Black
Sca and are defeated at the Island of Rhodes by the crusading order of the
Knights of St. John of the Hospital who had been doing good works for over 350
years. Against the odds of 35 10 1, the Turks were defeated. But most of the
former Catholic propenty and lands were bost and almost all Catholics were killed
Casualties: Hundreds of Thousands

1500°s

The first Catholics in Japan were subjected 10 tonure and death.  The most cruel
torture was ana tsurshi which was 10 be suspended by one’s fleet above a manure
pit with one’s face and head cul open undil one bled 10 death.

Casualties: Tens of Thousands
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1500 10 Present Martin Luther (the father of Protestantism -- 1457 - 1546 begins lis obsessional
peychotic atack on the Church. Luther's background is quite consastent with
someone who would hate anmy and cveryomne His father was am occulust hdlﬂulg
in Germanic witches, hobglobins and demons, all evadent in the imagination of
Martin Luther whose visiom arc well J d. inchuding ces of the
devil hurling “shit™ 2t him with Manin throwing i hack. By what was the worst
prowmise 1o Giod in history . he entered the pricsihood because he promised be
would do so il e survived a terrifying (hunderstorm as 3 voung man.  He
sullered Trom pamic anacks; he was phobic being unable 1o look af a crucifix
around his neck; was terrified of damnation; and believed he could never he
absolved of sin. Then, while having a bowel movement on the privy, he
suddenly felt he had broken free of his own sinfulncss ot by Church acraments
but by “faith alone.” This resulied in a erisis for Catholiciem,  Luther attained
his power by incorporating his religion into the state - and protestantism has
almost always been a state created or supported puppet of the local povernments
Luther declared in 1520 that the Pope was worse than the Sultan  In 1556, 12
years after Luther's death, 1op Lutheran theologans al the Worms Collegia could
not cven agree among themselves and broke up beginning the sicady Protestant
incoherence, fragmatism, and amarchy 1o today. The legacy of Protesantism is
immense exemplified by the Calvanisis destroying images and paintings in all the
churches of Antwerp with ies and convents destroyed and libranes
bumed. In Flanders, more than 400 churches, monasteries and convents were
sacked and desecration took place. The bizarre crazincss of some of the offshoots
resulting from Luther’s diabolical heresy makes for unbelievable reading with
horrors against those who tried 1o remain with the Roman Catholic Church.
Luther's peasant revolt resulted in two years of covil war with the dead reaching
250,000 before it was over. The deaths due 1o Luther and his followers are

appalling.
Casualues: Millions
1534 Henry VI establishes the Act of Sup y making him king of the English
church appropriating all Catholic property and power with the execution of those
who do not agree

Casualties: Al least 85,000

1559 10 1603 Queen Elizabeth 1's 44 years of anti-Catholic tyranay results in a country
changing from 99% Catholic 1o 99% Church of England.
Casualties: Tens of Thousands

1570 The Turks congquer Nicosia, capital of Cypras. After surrendering on reasonable
terms. the Muslims massacred thousands of solliers and civilians selling most of
the women to davery. One of the women, Almada de Roca was oa a ship with
00 other Christian women 10 go 10 Istanbul where cach would be sold 10 the
highest bidder 1o do whatever he wished with her. She got 10 the ship's powder
magazine with flint and steel and blew the ship up with everyone on it Other
Christian woren to be enslaved were not so lucky

Casualties: Tees of Thousands

157 The Turkish anmy bombards the bpe oy of Mancidie,  The Verstan
commander surrendered the ¢ty with writien pledge of Dile and liberty 10 all
wnsade pts walls. Two days later, the Mushum conmander flayed the hero
Christian commander. stuffed his skin, dressed o a Venctian umlonm and
dragged it through the streens while ondering a massacre of all Catholics

remaiming in the city
Casualiies. Tems of Thousands

1594 - 1603 English begin the conquering Incland with 9 years or warfare
Cawalties.  Tens of Thowands
1767 - 1960°s The Jesuits sre expelled from Mexico by the Freemasons in a pecliminary 1o the

French Revolution Mexico was the cream of civilization thanks 1o the Jesity
In 1575, books were being printed in Mexico City in 12 different Languages and
before the first printing press had boen set up in British America. Before the
Toundation of Harvard, three Mevican universties euisted,  There was a modical
school an the Royal Pontifical University of Mexico 200 years before Harvard,
Before William Huster opencd the first school of desection in England,

. ical ial disscctions were being Laught in Meuco The Mason's
impact then as now, is always anticivilized because it is anti-Catholic. The
persccution of Catholics continued 10 the 1960x with the United States
povernment supporting Mexican government and embargoing amy support for the
Catholics.

Casualtics: Tems of Thousands

1792 The Frecmasomns create the French Revolution with a reign of terror by the
Comminee for Public Safety which attempts 10 remove Cathalicim The aniy-
fertal Masors d d ble objects of beauty, relignous and
otherwine  This was 3 sell smibalatmng, selfl ethinic cleamsing, fursd iy a
Catholic cheamsing in all ways. Any Catholic hokding fast 1o his faith was

enocuod.
Casalies. Hendreds of Thousands
1845 . 1852 English starve Irish Catholics
Casaaltics: 1 w0 2 million
1596 Turks massacre Catholics in Armenia

Casualties 40,000 dead

1900 Boxer rebellion in China swores of bishops, hundreds of pricsts and aurms and
tens of thousands of Catholic laymen killed

Casualties: 40,000 dead

1917 10 1988 In Russia, Soviets imprison and kil Catholics with the desinsction of 3,300
churches, 200 chapels

Casualties. S mallon

1936 Spanish Civil War wherein thousands of priests, religious, 13 hishops and up w0
800,000 Catholic Laymen are murdened. Mrm.m(h-m:mdquhm
destroyed. almost half of those existing.  This was basically 3 communist and
American effon againyt Catholic Spain.

Casuaktics: Hundreds of Th "
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1941 Retreanmg from the Nazis, the Soviets kill o many Catholics as they can
Coapalties: Hundreds of Thousands

194145 Nazi try 1o destroy Catholiciem and kill many Catholics beginming in Poland
spreading 10 all Europe,
Casualties: & millon

15948 Chincse communists take over
Casualiies: 2 million

1949 Ukramnian Catholic Church and Catholic Uniates are destroved by the Soviers
Casualties: 14 million

1954-1973 Southeast Asian Communists destroy the Catholic presence in Viet Nam and
environs. It is written that tens of thousands of Vicinamese Catholics were
beheaded bocause they refused to trample the crucifix.

Casualties: 1 million

1990 10 Presen Muslims in the Sudan enslave, torture and murder Catholics, Christians and all
whio do not follow lslam

Casualiies: 2 million

The mumber of Catholics murdered for being Catholic since

Jesus is at the very minimum 41 million the Church was foundod by
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